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A total of nine men were 
ordained as deacons in two 
separate ceremonies in June at St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral. 

On June 2, Bishop David 
Talley ordained Deacon Stephen 
Gramigna of St. Michael the 
Archangel Church, Leesville; 
Deacon Lawrence Feldkamp, 
St. Frances Cabrini Church, 
Alexandria; Deacon William 
Endris, St. Michael the 
Archangel Church, Leesville; 
Deacon William Aldridge, Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor Church, 
Alexandria and Deacon Darrell 

To see more photos from the 
Permanent Diaconate Ordinations, go to 

www.diocesealex.org

ABOVE: NEWLY ORDAINED DEACONS. Pictured from left to right: Deacons Larry Feldkamp, Paul Sunderhaus, Darrell Dubroc, Tommy Robichaux, William Endris, Bishop David Talley, Deacons 
William Aldridge, Luke White, Stephen Gramigna and Steven Newbury. (All photos of the deacon ordinations by Lilly B Photography)

Nine men ordained as Deacons in June
Dubroc of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, Fifth Ward. 

On June 16, Bishop David 
Talley ordained Deacon Paul 
Sunderhaus from Mary, Mother 
of Jesus Church, Woodworth; 
Deacon Gene “Tommy” 
Robichaux, Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church, Pineville; Deacon 
Luther “Luke” White, St. Francis 
Xavier Cathedral, Alexandria 
and Deacon Steven Newbury, 
St. Anthony of Padua Church, 
Natchitoches.

Most of the newly ordained 
deacons will serve their first 

assignments in their home 
parishes. 

Deacon Richard Mitchell was 
named Director of the Permanent 
Diaconate for the diocese, as 
Father Dan O’Connor steps down 
from that position after serving 
for the last 12 years.

A new class of deacon 
aspirants begins in the fall of this 
year. 

For more information 
about the Permanent Diaconate 
program for the diocese, contact 
Deacon Richard Mitchell at 318-
445-6424, ext. 206.

LAYING PROSTRATE. The deacon candidates lay facedown on the floor 
during the Litany as a sign of humility.
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FIRST COMMUNION, STS. FRANCIS AND ANNE CHURCH (Kolin). Nine  
students made their First Holy Communion:   

 
 

 Deacon Greg LeBlanc and Father Binochan Jacob, pas-
tor.

ABOVE: FIRST COMMUNION, ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE AND OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR (Mansura), held 
May 6 at St. Paul’s. Eleven students pictured  

 
: Amie Smith, Director of Religious Education, Shelia 

Chatelain, 2nd grade teacher and Fr. Irion St. Romain, pastor.

Sacramental photo gallery: 

First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation 

FIRST COMMUNION, OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR CHURCH AND SCHOOL (Alexandria). Sixty-four students made their First Holy Communion on April 21.  
 
 
 
 

 

LEFT: FIRST COMMUNION AT ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH (Isle Brevelle) on May 6.  

 Pastor, Fr. Charlie Ray, CCD teachers, Nichol Delphin and Theresa Demery.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, ST. FRANCES CABRINI CHURCH (Alexandria)  
 
 
 
 

Adults Row: Clayton Cobb, DRE, Leigh Schneider, First Communion Coordinator, Fr. Chad Partain, Pastor, 
Sr. Elizabeth Ann Holmes, First Communion Coordinator.

FIRST COMMUNION, HOLY GHOST CHURCH (Marksville), on April 22. 
Pictured with Pastor, Fr. Abraham Varghese  

CONFIRMATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, ST. PETER CHURCH (Bordelonville) AND ST. MICHAEL 
CHURCH, (Rexmere), on Wednesday, May 9.  

 

CONFIRMATION, ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR CHURCH (Tallulah) May 
6, 2018. Those making their confirmation  

 
 

View these photos 
and more, go to 

www.diocesealex.org

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, HOLY 
CROSS CHURCH (Natchitoches), May 6. 
Pictured left to right are: Patricia Duraso, 
CCD Teacher,  

 
and pastor, Fr. Marc Noel.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, ST. JAMES MEMORIAL (Alexandria) on April 
22. Pastor, Fr. Gabriel Uzondu and the First Holy Communicants  

 
Congratulations!!!
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STUDENTS AT ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CATHOLIC CHURCH recently  
made their First Communion. Shown with Vicar General and Pastor Scott 
Chemino  

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (Dupont) CELEBRATED FIRST COMMUNION 
on Mother’s Day, May 13.  

 
 

CONFIRMATION, ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE CHURCH (Mansura), April 26, 2018.  
 

CONFIRMATION, ST. JOSEPH CHURCH (Marksville), on April 25, 2018.  
 
 

CONFIRMATION, SACRED HEART CHURCH (Moreauville), June 27.  
 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, ST. RITA CHURCH (Alexandria). St. Rita 
Church 2017-2018 Second Graders made their First Communion on Saturday, 
May 12, 2018.
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CONFIRMATION, MINOR BASILICA OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (Natchitoches), held Thursday, May 10. 
 
 
 
 

t, Fr. Blake Deshautelle, 
Fr. Brian Seiler, Deacon John Whitehead, Fr. John Cunningham, Bishop David Talley, Deacon Richard Mitchell.

CONFIRMATION, HOLY CROSS CHURCH (Natchitoches), on April 20. 
Front row left to right: Rev. Francis Carabello (visiting priest from New 
Orleans), , Bishop David Talley,  

 Kathy Friday (Confirmation instructor); back row left to right: 
Deacon Richard Mitchell,  

 Fr. Marc Noel, Dr. Cheryl Stoker (Confirmation 
instructor).

CONFIRMATION, ST. FRANCES CABRINI CHURCH (Alexandria). Bishop 
David Talley, Father Chad Partain and Father Joseph Desimone confirmed 
twelve students on May 5.  

 
  

CONFIRMATION, HOLY GHOST CHURCH (Marksville) AND ST. RICHARDS 
CHAPEL (Hickory Hill) was held on May 27 at Holy Ghost Church.  

 
 

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH (Natchitoches), Wednesday, June 20. 
 
 
 

, Father John O’Brien, pastor, Bishop David Talley, Deacon 
Steven Newbury and Deacon Richard Mitchell.

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH (Cheneyville).
 received 

First Communion April 22 during a special 
Mass celebrated by Father Dwight de Je-
sus, pastor.

FIRST COMMUNION, MARY, 
MOTHER OF JESUS CHURCH 
(Woodworth), May 6.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, ST. ANNE MISSION, (Spanish Lake). Fr. 
Thomas Paul with the parishioners and students making their First Communion.
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CONFIRMATION, ST. GENEVIEVE CHURCH (Brouilliette), May 3, 2018. 
First row: Deacon Richard Mitchell, , Bishop 
David Talley,  Second row: Rev. Abraham 
Varghese, , Rev. Abraham 
Palakkattuchira, Rev. Rusty Rabalais. Third row: Rev. Jose Pallipurath,  

 Rev. Gus “Dutch” Voltz.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA SCHOOL (Bunkie) EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION. 8th grade graduation was held May 
18, 2018.  

 
 

 

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE (Mansura) GRADUATION MASS. The 2018 high school graduation Mass was held at St. 
Paul’s in Mansura, Saturday, May 12.   

Graduation 2018

OUR LADY OF LOURDES SENIORS (Winnfield). The 2018 graduating seniors 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Winnfield.  
received special blessings and crucifixes from pastor Rev. Brian Seiler.

GRADUATION MASS, ST. AUGUSTINE CHURCH (Isle Brevelle). A special Mass was celebrated on May 27 for 
those graduates who are parishioners of St. Augustine Church. Pictured from left to right:  

 graduates of Natchitoches Central High School; Father Charlie Ray, pastor; Blaise Lacour, graduate 
of LSU’s Manship School of Mass Communication; Devon Metoyer, graduate of the University of Miami with a Masters 
degree in Public Health and Thomas Roque, Sr., superintendent of Catholic schools for the Diocese of Alexandria.
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Pilgrimage to Ireland
October 1-10, 2018

Heart of Ireland! Take a 
spiritual adventure through our 
Catholic heritage in the Emerald 
Isle. October 1-10, 2018 with Fr. 
Kenneth Michiels. To receive an 
information packet with applica-
tion please contact St. Michael the 
Archangel in Leesville: 337-239-
2656.

Pilgrimage to Holy Land 
November 5-15, 2018

ALMOST FULL! The Eques-
trian Order of The Holy Sepulchre 
of Jerusalem, is offering a pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land Nov. 5-15.  
For more information contact Roz 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE. Father Paul LaPalme, pastor of Mary, Mother of 
Jesus Church in Woodworth, led a pilgrimage to the Holy Land this past April. 
The group of 33 toured the Jordan River where they renewed their Baptismal 
promises.

KC Council #3200 also presented a check to Fr. Bill Gearheard and the ladies of the St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral Altar Society. The funds will be used to help maintain the linens and 
purchase flowers for the day-to-day use in the Cathedral.

ST. RITA WISECRACKERS SENIOR QUILTING GROUP presented a $5,000 
check to Fr. Louis Sklar, Director of Vocations, for the Seminarian Education 
Fund.  Left to right: Brenda Daenen, Barbara Carlin, Joan Andries, Leta 
Juneau, Fr. Louis Sklar, Marge Harrington, Debbie Metoyer and Ann LaHood.

Enrich your faith by 
going on a Pilgrimage

or Pierre Allemond at 318-452-
6443 or email eohsjalexandria@
gmail.com, or go to sleohs.com, 
and at the news/events dropdown, 
click pilgrimages.

Pilgrimage to Holy Land 
Jan. 28-Feb. 6, 2019

Join Magnificat Travel and 
Father Martin Laird as the spiritu-
al director for a 10-day pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land Jan. 28-Feb. 6, 
2019. See the Mount of the Beati-
tudes, Nazareth, Gethsemane, Via 
Dolorosa, Holy Sepulcher, Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Cana and so much 
more. For more information, call 
337-291-1933 or email info@
holytravels.org or visit the website 
at www.holytravels.org.

On Hwy 28 West
8.5 miles past the Coliseum

487-4014
www.tunkscypressinn.com

Like us on Facebook!

KC COUNCIL #4156 OF ST. MICHAEL THE 
ARCHANGEL CHURCH (Leesville) held a 
crawfish boil on May 19. Charles Renz presented 
a check to Bishop David Talley for the Permanent 
Diaconate program.

KC COUNCIL #3200 (St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral) held a fish fry Friday, May 4 and Gary 
Elliott presented a check to Deacon Richard 
Mitchell for the Permanent Diaconate Program.

Upcoming
ACTS Retreats

• Aug. 9-12, 2018
Sacred Heart ACTS for Men
For more information, contact 
Cheryl Paul at 318-308-5026 or 
www.jesusinpineville.com.

• Aug. 16-19, 2018
Cenla ACTS for Men
For more information, contact Les 
Glankler at 318-664-5269 or www.
cenlaacts.org.

• Sept. 13-16, 2018
St. Joseph ACTS for Women
For more information, contact 
John Gary Dauzat at 972-333-
3490 orjdauzat@crcins.com.

• Oct. 4-7, 2018
St. Marys Assumption ACTS 
for Men
For more information, contact 
Luke Welch at 318-359-3372 or 
www.thestmarys.com.
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July - August

16 17 18 19 20 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

VIRTUS Training
6:00 p.m.
St. Paul the Apostle, 
(Community Center), 
Mansura

VIRTUS Training
1:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Catholic Center, 
Alexandria

Supper with the 
Seminarians
Central Deanery
5:00 p.m.
St. Rita Holy Family 
Center, Alexandria

PRAY FOR FR. L. LAFLEUR

PRAY FOR FR. B. MILLER

PRAY FOR FR. D. O’CONNOR

PRAY FOR FR. C. PARTAIN

PRAY FOR FR. R. MATHEWS

PRAY FOR FR. C. MORGAN

PRAY FOR FR. C. OGBONNA

PRAY FOR FR. T. PAUL

PRAY FOR FR. D. MEADE

PRAY FOR BISHOP D. TALLEY

PRAY FOR FR. R. OWUAMANAM

PRAY FOR FR. G. POOKKATU

PRAY FOR FR. L. MELCHER

PRAY FOR FR. C. NAYAK

PRAY FOR FR. A. PALAKKATTUCHIRA

PRAY FOR FR. R. RABALAIS

PRAY FOR FR. A. MESSINA

PRAY FOR FR. M. NOEL

PRAY FOR FR. B. PALLIPPARAMBIL

PRAY FOR FR. C. RAY

PRAY FOR FR. J. MICHALCHUK

PRAY FOR FR. K. OBIEKWE

PRAY FOR FR. J. PALLIPURATH

PRAY FOR FR. T. REYNOLDS

PRAY FOR J. O’BRIEN

PRAY FOR FR. J. PARDUE

PRAY FOR FR. J. ROBLES SANCHEZ

AUGUST

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

PRAY FOR FR. K. MICHIELS

FIRST FRIDAY

First day of class: 
ALL Catholic Schools

Illuminated Rosary
8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church,
Marksville

Spirit in the Life Seminar
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Catholic Center, 
Alexandria

FIRST SATURDAY

PRAY FOR FR. H. IMAMSHAH PRAY FOR FR. G. KROSFIELD PRAY FOR FR. P. KULIGOWSKI PRAY FOR FR. P. KUNNUMPURAM PRAY FOR FR. S. KWEBUZA PRAY FOR FR. M. LAIRD PRAY FOR FR. P. LAPALME

Illuminated Rosary
8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, 
Marksville

21

Illuminated Rosary
8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, 
Marksville

Illuminated Rosary
8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, 
Marksville

Illuminated Rosary
8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church, 
Marksville

FEAST of the
TRANSFIGURATION 

of the LORD

Cenla ACTS: Retreat for Teens -- Maryhill Renewal Center

SOLEMNITY of the
ASSUMPTION of the

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(a Holy Day of obligation)

Sacred Heart ACTS: Retreat for Men -- Maryhill Renewal Center

Vacation Bible School -- St. Rita Church, Alexandria -- 8:00 a.m.-12 noon

Vacation Bible School -- Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Pineville -- 8:00 a.m.-12 noon

Vacation Bible School -- Minor Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Natchitoches -- 9:00 a.m.-12 noon 

Vacation Bible School -- St. Frances Cabrini Church, Alexandria -- 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Vacation Bible School -- Sacred Heart Church, Moreauville -- 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter -- Baton Rouge






