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                         PRENUPTIAL INQUIRY 
 

                               DIOCESE OF ALEXANDRIA 

 

 
 

 
 
N AME OF CHURCH PARISH _____________________________CITY_______________________ 
 
The purposes of the Pre-Nuptial Inquiry are (1) to assist the priest, deacon or other Catholic minister preparing the 
engaged couple for marriage to develop a comfortable catechetical and pastoral relationship; (2) to assist in the 
determination of the readiness of the couple to marry; (3) to dispose the couple for a fruitful and lasting reception of 
the Sacrament of Matrimony; and (4) to assure that all canonical requirements of the Church are met. 

 

                          GROOM                           Please type or write clearly!                                               BRIDE 
 

________________________________________   FULL LEGAL NAME  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________________   ADDRESS  ______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________  ADDRESS  ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________   HOME TELEPHONE  _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________  WORK TELEPHONE  _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________CELL PHONE_____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________  AGE   _______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________  RELIGION  _____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________CHURCH PARISH___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________MARITAL STATUS__________________________________________ 

DATE OF FIRST MEETING WITH CATHOLIC PRIEST/DEACON/PASTORAL MINISTER: ________________________ 

INTERVIEWER:   

PLACE OF THE WEDDING CEREMONY: ______________________________ CITY:______________________________ 

DATE OF THE WEDDING CEREMONY: ______________________________   DAY & TIME:  ______________________ 

DATE OF THE WEDDING REHEARSAL:       DAY & TIME:   

NAME OF PROPOSED OFFICIANT: _________________________________________    Check One:   Priest      Deacon  

ADDRESS OF OFFICIANT: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contents:   
Groom’s Information, Page 2  
Bride’s Information, Page 6 
Wedding Checklist, Page 10 
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GROOM 
INSTRUCTIONS: Please interview the prospective groom alone and separately. This section should be completed during one 
or more interview sessions held at the beginning of the marriage preparation process as outlined on Page 6, Section I of the 
Marriage Preparation Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans promulgated in 2008. It may be advisable to complete 
questions 11 through 22 during a later interview, once good rapport has been established with the groom. 

Before beginning any questioning, ask the groom, “Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth in making these statements, so help 
you God?”  If he answers in the affirmative, proceed. 
 
1. GROOM’S FULL NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. FATHER’S FULL NAME:             FATHER’S RELIGION:   
 
 MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME: ________________________________ MOTHER’S RELIGION:  ___________________ 
 
3. GROOM’S BIRTH DATE:  ______________________ CITY/STATE OF BIRTH: ________________________________ 
 
4. GROOM’S RELIGION: _________________________    Baptized    Unbaptized   DATE: _______________________ 
 
 CHURCH OF BAPTISM: _____________________________________________________    Catholic   Non-Catholic 
 
 CHURCH ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 IF CATHOLIC, HAVE YOU EVER DEFECTED FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BY A FORMAL ACT? 
         Yes     No 
 
 IF YES, PLEASE LIST DETAILED INFORMATION ON WHEN, HOW & NEW CHURCH AFFILIATION: __________ 
 
    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

FOR A CATHOLIC  ONLY 

5. IF EASTERN CATHOLIC, WHICH IS/WAS YOUR AUTONOMOUS CHURCH SUI IURIS (e.g., the Maronite 
Church)?    

 
6. WHEN DID YOU LAST RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH (e.g., Catholic school or religious 

education)? ______________________________   WHERE?  _______________________________________________ 
 
7. IF NOT CONFIRMED, WHAT ARE YOUR INTENTIONS IN THIS REGARD?  _______________________________ 
 
8. HOW OFTEN DO YOU ATTEND SUNDAY MASS?      Each weekend        Occasionally       Rarely        Never 
 
9. NAME OF YOUR CHURCH PARISH: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
    IN YOUR CHURCH PARISH ARE YOU:      Registered         Domicile church parish only  (Not Registered) 

 
10. HAVE YOU OR YOUR INTENDED EVER MARRIED IN ANY WAY TO ANYONE BEFORE, EVEN CIVILLY OR 
 IN “COMMON LAW”?      Yes    No    (NOTE: It is necessary to attach to this form a copy of the ecclesiastical decree of invalidity; civil 

marriage certificate and divorce decree of the prior marriage; or prior wife’s death certificate or published obituary. IF ANY ecclesiastical decree of 
invalidity is still needed, NO WEDDING CAN TAKE PLACE, and so any proposed wedding date remains merely tentative.) 

 
 If yes, list wife’s full name as listed on birth certificate: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Her religion? ____________________ Date of that wedding: _________________ Place: __________________________ 
 
How did this prior marriage end?     Ecclesiastical (Church) decree of invalidity      Civil divorce      Wife’s death 
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11. ARE YOU RELATED TO YOUR FIANCÉE IN ANY WAY?    Yes       No 
 
      If yes, please explain:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. IS ANY PERSON OR CIRCUMSTANCE PRESSURING YOU TO MARRY?  Yes       No 
      IS ANY PERSON OR CIRCUMSTANCE PRESSURING THE BRIDE TO MARRY YOU?  Yes       No 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. ARE THERE ANY DIRIMENT IMPEDIMENTS TO THIS MARRIAGE? (This would include: 

 Prior Marital Bond, Age, Impotence, Disparity of Worship, Sacred Orders, Perpetual Vows of Chastity 
 in a Religious Community, Abduction, Murder of one’s spouse, Consanguinity, Relationship of Affinity,  
 Relationship of Public Propriety, Adoptive Relationship.)        Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain: __________________________________________________________________ 

 
14. DO YOU INTEND TO ENTER INTO A PERMANENT, LIFELONG MARRIAGE, WHICH CAN BE  
      DISSOLVED ONLY BY DEATH?  Yes       No 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. DO YOU INTEND TO BE FAITHFUL TO YOUR WIFE ALWAYS?  Yes       No 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN FROM A PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP?       Yes       No 
  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. DO YOU INTEND TO EXCLUDE CHILDREN PERMANENTLY FROM YOUR MARRIAGE?  Yes       No 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 DOES YOUR FIANCÉE INTEND TO EXCLUDE CHILDREN PERMANENTLY   
 FROM YOUR MARRIAGE?         Yes       No 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. ARE YOU GIVING UNCONDITIONAL CONSENT TO THIS MARRIAGE?  Yes       No 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. HAVE YOU OR WILL YOU EXECUTE A PREMARITAL OR POSTNUPTIAL AGREEMENT?    Yes      No 
  
 If yes, what are your intentions? _________________________________________________________ 
 

(NOTE: If doubt still exists consult with Tribunal.) 
 
20. DO YOU OR YOUR FIANCÉE HAVE ANY PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, OR OTHER  
      PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS WHICH COULD HINDER YOUR LIVING A NORMAL                                               

MARRIED LIFE?    Yes      No 
  
      If yes, please explain: _________________________________________________________________ 
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21. DO YOUR PARENTS AGREE WITH YOUR DECISION TO MARRY?   Yes     No 
 
      If no, please explain: ________________________________________________________________ 
       

DO YOUR FIANCÉE’S PARENTS AGREE WITH HER DECISION TO MARRY YOU?   Yes     No 
 

      If no, please explain: ________________________________________________________________ 
      
22. IS THERE ANY MAJOR FACT ABOUT YOU, EITHER IN THE PRESENT OR PAST, WHICH                                      

YOU HAVE NOT MADE KNOWN TO YOUR INTENDED SPOUSE AND WHICH MIGHT                                     
AFFECT HER WILLINGNESS TO MARRY YOU?                                                                                         Yes     No 

 
 If yes, please explain: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
IF THE ANSWER TO ANY QUESTION NOS. 11 THROUGH 22 IS PROBLEMATIC, EXPLAIN THE VIEWS OF THE 
GROOM CAREFULLY:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
The pastor, officiant, or his delegate, having reminded the groom of the sacred character and binding force of an oath will ask: 
“Do you solemnly swear that all answers previously given are the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” 
 
 
           
SIGNATURE OF INTERVIEWER     SIGNATURE OF GROOM 
 
___________________________________________________  
CHURCH PARISH WHERE INTERVIEWED 
 
___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
CITY        DATE SIGNED 

 
The seal of the parish is to be affixed to this page. 
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FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION STARTERS 
 

In your own opinion and understanding, what does marriage mean? 
 
Do you understand the reasons for the marriage preparation process? Why are they important? How 
do you feel about this process? 
 
Do you understand Catholic teachings about marriage? Can you accept the truths about sexuality, 
about children, about faithfulness, and about permanence that we know are God’s will? Why do you 
feel this way? Do you understand the church’s concerns with cohabitation? 
 
Describe your personal and family background. What do I need to know about you in order to know 
you well? Why do you think you are personally ready for marriage? In what areas of life do you still 
need to grow? 
 
When did you first meet each other? What has your courtship been like? What has attracted you to 
each other? What remains the most difficult part of your relationship? When did you decide to marry? 
What would you say is your greatest strength as a couple? Why? What will be your most difficult 
challenge? Again, why? 
 
After completion of the premarital inventory and discussing the results, the priest or deacon will make 
a decision to proceed or delay the marriage (see page 36 in the Canonical Requirements – Section 8 
Special Circumstances in the Marriage Preparation Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans 
promulgated in 2008). 
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BRIDE 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Please interview the prospective bride alone and separately.  This section should be completed during one 
or more interview sessions held at the beginning of the marriage preparation process as outlined on Page 6, Section I, in the 
Marriage Preparation Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans promulgated in 2008. It may be advisable to complete 
questions 11 through 22 during a later interview, once good rapport has been established with the bride. 

Before beginning any questioning, ask the bride, “Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth in making these statements, so help 
you God?”  If she answers in the affirmative, proceed. 
 
1. BRIDE’S FULL MAIDEN NAME:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. FATHER’S FULL NAME: _______________________________________ FATHER’S RELIGION: __________________ 
 
    MOTHER’S MAIDEN NAME:  __________________________________ MOTHER’S RELIGION: __________________ 
 
3. BRIDE’S BIRTH DATE: _______________________ CITY/STATE OF BIRTH: _________________________________ 
 
4. BRIDE’S RELIGION:  __________________________    Baptized    Unbaptized   DATE: ________________________ 
 
    CHURCH OF BAPTISM: ____________________________________________________        Catholic   Non-Catholic 
 
    CHURCH ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    IF CATHOLIC, HAVE YOU EVER DEFECTED FROM THE CATHOLIC CHURCH BY A FORMAL ACT?  
            Yes     No 
 

IF YES, PLEASE LIST DETAILED INFORMATION ON WHEN, HOW & NEW CHURCH AFFILIATION: ___________ 
  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FOR A CATHOLIC ONLY 
 
5. IF EASTERN CATHOLIC, WHICH IS/WAS YOUR AUTONOMOUS CHURCH SUI IURIS TO (e.g., the Maronite 

Church)?  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. WHEN DID YOU LAST RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH (e.g., Catholic school or religious 

education)? ______________________________________ WHERE? ________________________________________ 
 
7. IF NOT CONFIRMED, WHAT ARE YOUR INTENTIONS IN THIS REGARD? ________________________________ 
 
8. HOW OFTEN DO YOU ATTEND SUNDAY MASS?     Each weekend       Occasionally       Rarely       Never 
 
9. NAME OF YOUR CHURCH PARISH:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
    IN YOUR CHURCH PARISH ARE YOU:    Registered        Domicile church parish only  (Not Registered) 

  
10.HAVE YOU OR YOUR INTENDED EVER MARRIED IN ANY WAY TO ANYONE BEFORE, EVEN CIVILLY OR 

 IN “COMMON LAW”?      Yes      No     (NOTE: It is necessary to attach to this form a copy of the ecclesiastical decree of invalidity;  
 civil marriage certificate and divorce decree of the prior marriage; or prior husband’s death certificate or published obituary. IF ANY ecclesiastical 
  decree of invalidity is still needed, NO WEDDING CAN TAKE PLACE, and so any proposed wedding date remains merely tentative.) 
 
       If yes, list prior husband’s full name as listed on birth certificate:  _______________________________________________ 
 

 His religion? _________________    Date of that wedding:  _______________Place:  ______________________________ 
        
      How did this prior marriage end?    Ecclesiastical (Church) decree of invalidity       Civil divorce       Husband’s death 
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11. ARE YOU RELATED TO YOUR FIANCÉ IN ANY WAY?                                Yes    No 
 
      If yes, please explain: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
12. IS ANY PERSON OR CIRCUMSTANCE PRESSURING YOU TO MARRY?    Yes    No 
      IS ANY PERSON OR CIRCUMSTANCE PRESSURING THE GROOM TO MARRY YOU?              Yes    No 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13. ARE THERE ANY DIRIMENT IMPEDIMENTS TO THIS MARRIAGE? (This would include: 
  Prior Marital Bond, Age, Impotence, Disparity of Worship, Sacred Orders, Perpetual Vows of Chastity 
 in a Religious Community, Abduction, Murder of one’s spouse, Consanguinity, Relationship of Affinity,  
 Relationship of Public Propriety, Adoptive Relationship.)    Yes    No 
 
 If yes, please explain: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
14. DO YOU INTEND TO ENTER INTO A PERMANENT, LIFELONG MARRIAGE, WHICH CAN  
      BE DISSOLVED ONLY BY DEATH?   Yes    No 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. DO YOU INTEND TO BE FAITHFUL TO YOUR HUSBAND ALWAYS?      Yes    No 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. DO YOU HAVE CHILDREN FROM A PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP?    Yes    No 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
17. DO YOU INTEND TO EXCLUDE CHILDREN PERMANENTLY FROM YOUR MARRIAGE?    Yes    No 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      DOES YOUR FIANCÉ INTEND TO EXCLUDE CHILDREN PERMANENTLY 
      FROM YOUR MARRIAGE?    Yes    No 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. ARE YOU GIVING UNCONDITIONAL CONSENT IN THIS MARRIAGE?    Yes    No 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. HAVE YOU OR WILL YOU EXECUTE A PREMARITAL OR POSTNUPTIAL AGREEMENT?     Yes    No 
 
  If yes, what are your intentions? _____________________________________________________  
 
 (NOTE: If doubt still exists consult with Tribunal.) 
 
20. DO YOU OR YOUR FIANCÉ HAVE ANY PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, OR OTHER 
 PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS WHICH COULD HINDER YOUR LIVING A NORMAL                                           

MARRIED LIFE?             Yes     No 
 
 If yes, please explain:______________________________________________________________  
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21. DO YOUR PARENTS AGREE WITH YOUR DECISION TO MARRY?   Yes     No 
 
 If no, please explain: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 DO YOUR FIANCÉ’S PARENTS AGREE WITH HIS DECISION TO MARRY YOU?   Yes     No 
 
 If no, please explain: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
22. IS THERE ANY MAJOR FACT ABOUT YOU, EITHER IN THE PRESENT OR PAST, WHICH 
 YOU HAVE NOT MADE KNOWN TO YOUR INTENDED SPOUSE AND WHICH MIGHT 
 AFFECT HIS WILLINGNESS TO MARRY YOU?                Yes     No 
 
       If yes, please explain: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
IF THE ANSWER TO ANY QUESTION NOS. 11 THROUGH 22 IS PROBLEMATIC, EXPLAIN THE VIEWS OF THE 
BRIDE CAREFULLY: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The pastor, officiant, or his delegate, having reminded the bride of the sacred character and binding force of an oath will ask: 
“Do you solemnly swear that all answers previously given are the truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?” 
 
 
___________________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
SIGNATURE OF INTERVIEWER  SIGNATURE OF BRIDE 
 
___________________________________________________  
CHURCH PARISH WHERE INTERVIEWED 
 
___________________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
CITY  DATE SIGNED 
 
 

The seal of the parish is to be affixed to this page. 
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FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION STARTERS 
 

In your own opinion and understanding, what does marriage mean? 
 
Do you understand the reasons for the marriage preparation process? Why are they important? How do 
you feel about this process? 
 
Do you understand Catholic teachings about marriage? Can you accept the truths about sexuality, about 
children, about faithfulness, and about permanence that we know are God’s will? Why do you feel this 
way? Do you understand the church’s concerns with cohabitation? 
 
Describe your personal and family background. What do I need to know about you in order to know 
you well? Why do you think you are personally ready for marriage? In what areas of life do you still 
need to grow? 
 
When did you first meet each other? What has your courtship been like? What has attracted you to each 
other? What remains the most difficult part of your relationship? When did you decide to marry? What 
would you say is your greatest strength as a couple? Why? What will be your most difficult challenge? 
Again, why? 
 
After completion of the premarital inventory and discussing the results, the priest or deacon will make a 
decision to proceed or delay the marriage (see page 36 in the Canonical Requirements – Section 8 
Special Circumstances in the Marriage Preparation Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans 
promulgated in 2008). 
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ASSESSMENT OF READINESS FOR MARRIAGE 
 
If the priest/deacon determines that the couple is prepared sufficiently for the marriage, a tentative date for the 
wedding may be set and further preparations made.  
 
1. In the event of some special circumstance (e.g., age under 18, premarital pregnancy, parental opposition, extreme 
religious indifference, etc.) the couple is to be referred to a diocesan approved evaluator (another priest or lay person, 
preferably from the same locale, trained for evaluation) for additional evaluation prior to finalizing the assessment. 
 
2. If the priest/deacon determines that either of the parties is not prepared to enter marriage, he must delay 
witnessing the marriage according to the norms set forth in the Delay Marriage section in the Marriage Preparation 
Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans promulgated in 2008 (see page 36 in the Canonical Requirements – 
Section 8 Special Circumstances in the Marriage Preparation Guidelines for the Province of New Orleans 
promulgated in 2008).  In the event that the proposed officiant decides the wedding must be delayed, appropriate 
continuing marriage preparation is to be offered to the couple. Both interviewer and officiant are urged to add 
personal notes and evaluative remarks to the prenuptial file, along with all required and useful documentation. 

 
WEDDING CHECKLIST 

 
FOCCUS, PREPARE, or other Pre-Marital Inventory completed?   Yes   No   Discussed on date(s):    
 
Premarital preparation program attended: __________________________________________   Date: ____________________ 
 
Baptismal certificate(s) obtained?      Yes   No   Permission of one of the parties’ pastor obtained?    Yes   No 
 
Permission for a “mixed religion” marriage has been granted by: __________________________________________________ 
 
Check dispensation(s) needed:   Disparity of Cult   Consanguinity   Canonical Form   Other: _______________________ 
 
Check off once obtained:   Disparity of Cult   Consanguinity   Canonical Form   Other: ___________________________ 
 

IF THE PROPOSED CATHOLIC OFFICIANT IS NOT A PRIEST OR DEACON ASSIGNED TO THE PARISH IN 
WHICH THE WEDDING TAKES PLACE, HE MUST BE SPECIFICALLY DELEGATED TO OFFICIATE; IF THE 
PROPOSED CATHOLIC OFFICIANT DOES NOT HAVE FACULTIES IN THIS DIOCESE, HAS A “TESTIMONIAL 
OF SUITABILITY FOR (PRIESTLY) (DIACONAL) MINISTRY” BEEN OBTAINED?    Yes   No 
 
DELEGATION GRANTED TO:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DELEGATION GRANTED BY: __________________________________________  DATE: _______________________ 
 
IS THE PROPOSED CATHOLIC OFFICIANT REGISTERED WITH THE STATE OF LOUISIANA TO “PERFORM 
MARRIAGES AND OFFICIATE PRINCIPALLY AS CLERGY/OFFICIANT”?         Yes   No 

 
Have these various liturgical norms and guidelines, especially for the specific church building, been explained: 
  
  Liturgical music    Photography    Videotaping    Flowers and other décor    Other: _________________________ 
 
Will there be a Nuptial Mass?          Yes   No   
 
Is this wedding a convalidation?      Yes   No     
 If yes, have the parties been informed that renewal of consent for convalidation requires a new act of the will?     Yes   No                      
 
 
Printed names of two official witnesses:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
                                                                  ____________________________________________________ 
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