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WOMAN LOOKS THOUGH UNCLE’S HOME AFTER DEADLY TORNADO IN ALABAMA. Lesly Mojica looks through 
the rubble of her uncle’s home April 30 where her nephew and sister-in-law were killed after their home was destroyed 
April 27 by a tornado in Phil Campbell, Ala. The death toll from the second deadliest U.S. tornado outbreak reached 
above 350 as thousands of survivors camped out in the shattered shells of their homes or moved into shelters or with 
friends. (CNS photo/Tami Chappell, Reuters)

By Chaz Muth
Catholic News Service

	
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- 

Southern U.S. Catholic dioceses 
are seeking aid for those shattered 
by the violent storms and 
devastating tornadoes that tore 
through their region in late April, 
killing more than 350 people.

Officials from several 
dioceses told Catholic News 
Service that they are also busy 
assessing damage to church 
buildings and schools, and 
several special collections have 
been started to help those in need.

In an April 29 letter, 
Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi of 
Mobile, Ala., asked all pastors in 
his archdiocese to hold a second 
collection at Masses over the 
weekend to assist tornado victims, 
especially in the neighboring 
Diocese of Birmingham, which 
covers the northern portion of 
Alabama, home to the hardest hit 
cities of Birmingham, Cullman 
and Tuscaloosa.

Birmingham Bishop Robert 
J. Baker has toured some tornado-
ravaged areas in his diocese 
and comforted survivors of the 
devastating storms, but diocesan 
officials are still determining the 
extent of the damage, said Mary 
A. Crockett, managing editor 
of One Voice, newspaper of the 
Diocese of Birmingham.

“I’ve got to say I’ve never 
seen devastation like this,” 
President Barack Obama said 
during an April 29 tour of tornado-
damaged areas in Alberta, Ala. “It 
is heartbreaking.”

The president said the federal 
government was committed to 
doing what it can to help tornado-

devastated communities rebuild.
“We can’t bring those who 

have been lost back,” Obama said. 
“They’re alongside God at this 
point. But the property damage, 
which is obviously extensive, 
that’s something that we can do 
something about.”

Pope Benedict XVI also sent 
his prayers and support to victims 
and those engaged in relief and 
rebuilding efforts in the region.

The pope’s message was sent 
in a May 2 letter to Archbishop 
Rodi from Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone, the Vatican secretary of 
state.

Pope Benedict “was 
saddened to learn of the tragic 
consequences of the devastating 

tornado which struck Alabama 
and neighboring states, and he 
asks you to express his deep 
solidarity and pastoral concern 
to those affected by this natural 
catastrophe,” Cardinal Bertone 
said in the letter. 

“He joins all of you in 
offering fervent prayers that 
Almighty God will grant eternal 
peace to those who have died and 
consolation and strength to the 
homeless, injured and suffering,” 
the cardinal added. “Upon the 
local civil and religious leaders, 
and upon all engaged in the 
work of relief and rebuilding, 
he invokes the divine gifts of 
wisdom, strength and generous 
perseverance.”

In the past several weeks 
tornadoes have caused death 
and destruction in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Virginia 
and Wisconsin.

“Quite tragically, the severity 

of this spring tornado and storm 
season has taken lives and 
created destruction in unheard of 
proportions,” said Father Larry 
Snyder, president of Catholic 
Charities USA, in an April 28 
news release. “Our prayers go 
out to all of the families and 
individuals impacted. In the 
aftermath, we need your help and 
support.”

Catholic Charities USA and 
Catholic Charities agencies are 
conducting damage assessment 
and providing immediate relief 
to disaster survivors. 

The national organization is 
coordinating with local agencies 
and providing assistance 
and support as needed, and 
fundraising efforts are under 

Southern dioceses picking up pieces after deadly tornadoes
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PEOPLE REACT IN NEW YORK AFTER ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEATH OF OSAMA BIN LADEN. People react to 
the death of al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden in New York’s Times Square early May 2. Bin Laden was killed in a 
U.S. helicopter raid on a mansion near the Pakistani capital, Islamabad, May 1, officials said, ending a nearly 10-year 
worldwi de hunt for the mastermind of the 9/11 attacks.(CNS photo/Eric Thayer, Reuters)

Vatican says bin Laden’s death cause for reflection, not rejoicing

Web Poll
Which of the following best describes 
the way you feel about the death of 
bin Laden?

•  I am elated that  this evil man, bin 
Laden has been killed

•  I am concerned about an attack on 
the U.S. in retaliation for his death

•  As a Christian, I am always 
saddened by the death of anyone.

•  All of the above

•  None of the above

To vote, go to:
www.diocesealex.org

By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- 
As word got out that Osama bin 
Laden had been killed by a Navy 
SEAL strike team in Pakistan, 
television and the Internet quickly 
began to feature images of 
spontaneous celebrations outside 
the White House and at ground 
zero in New York.

Just as quickly, blogs and 
social media pages such as 
Facebook began to rage with 
debates: about the morality of 
bin Laden’s killing and how it 
was accomplished and about 
the appropriateness of the 
celebratory atmosphere. Others 
questioned the meaning of the 
“justice” described by President 
Barack Obama in announcing bin 
Laden’s death.

“We must be clear what 
we understand when President 
Obama says ‘justice has been 
done,’” said Gerard Powers, 
director of Catholic Peacebuilding 
Studies at the Kroc Institute for 
International Peace Studies at the 
University of Notre Dame, in an 
exchange of emails with Catholic 
News Service.

“Justice has been done in 
that the killing of bin Laden was 

necessary to defend the common 
good against terrorism,” Powers 
wrote. “Justice has not been done 
if we revel in his killing as an act 
of revenge for 9/11. It is unclear if 
justice has been done in the sense 

of holding bin Laden legally 
accountable for his past crimes 
against humanity, especially the 
9/11 attacks.”

Also unclear was whether bin 
Laden could have been captured 

and brought to trial, Powers said. 
“If it was possible to capture bin 
Laden and he was killed anyway, 
then justice was not done.”

Bishop Paul S. Loverde of 
Arlington, Va., whose diocese 

includes the Pentagon, wrote that 
bin Laden’s death brings back 
painful memories for many in 
the community, which requires a 
note of caution. 

“It is important that we 
recognize the distinction between 
support for this act of justice 
defending our nation and a 
misguided sense of revenge,” he 
wrote. “Let us not turn toward 
resentment or bitterness, but 
rather toward a deeper trust in 
our Lord. With confidence in his 
mercy and guidance, let us pray 
for those serving our country, 
for a conversion of heart among 
those who support the evils of 
terrorism and for the growth of 
faith and a desire for peace within 
our own hearts.”

The Tanenbaum Center for 
Interreligious Understanding 
and the Islamic Society of North 
America were among those 
applauding the elimination of 
the threat posed by bin Laden, 
but warning against misdirected 
hatred and stereotypes.

“We hope his death will 
bring some relief to all the 
families, of every faith and walk 
of life, who lost loved ones on 
9/11 and in every other terrorist 
attack orchestrated at the hands 
of Osama bin Laden,” said a 
statement from the Islamic 
society, which quoted Obama’s 
description of bin Laden as “not 
a Muslim leader” but “a mass 
murderer of Muslims.”
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their longing to receive the body 
and blood of Jesus in Holy Com-
munion is fulfilled during this final 
month of the school year. The cel-
ebration of both sacraments bring 
joy to parents and great satisfac-
tion to those who have been their 
instructors.

Graduations also mark the 
month of May. I offer my person-
al congratulations to all who are 
reaching this milestone, either in 
completing high school or some 
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We have completed half of the 
Easter Season. It is a very joyous 
time for many reasons. Of course, 
the Lord’s Resurrection heads the 
list and it is providential that the 
Church gives us more than a single 
day or even an entire week to ab-
sorb this great mystery. We have 50 
days to reflect on this most central 
fact that is at the heart of our faith. 
Those who were received into the 
Church at Easter also have this 
time to begin to take their places in 
the life and ministry of their local 
parish community.

Many parishes schedule con-
firmation during the Easter Season 
and this gives me a chance to visit 
many communities each year to 
celebrate this final sacrament of 
Christian Initiation for so many 
young adults who have matured 
in their faith that began at bap-
tism. For many younger children 

step in college or university stud-
ies. We all know how essential ed-
ucation is for future job and career 
prospects.

We are all looking forward to 
the ordination to the diaconate of 
Charles Ray. He is completing his 
third year of theology at the Pontif-
ical College Josephinum and will 
have one more year before his or-
dination as a priest of the Diocese 
of Alexandria. Having the oppor-
tunity to ordain men to serve the 

church is one of the greatest joys I 
have as bishop. Next spring we are 
anticipating not only the ordination 
of Charles to the priesthood but 
also the ordination to the sixteen 
men who have been in formation 
for several years preparing to serve 
the Church as Permanent Deacons.

The last few weeks have pro-
vided us with a variety of notewor-
thy events, both joyous and vio-
lent. The Beatification of Blessed 
John Paul II captured the hearts of 
people from all parts of the world. 
Estimates of those attending and 
those who viewed it through vari-
ous media are staggering. The 
royal wedding in Great Britain also 
drew much attention. On a more 
sober note we have seen the tre-

mendous devastation as a result of 
tornadoes and floods not far from 
our own communities. The news of 
the death of Osama Bin Laden also 
became the center of media atten-
tion with much speculation about 
the future.

The Memorial Day weekend 
that marks the unofficial begin-
ning of summer is a time when we 
remember those who have offered 
themselves in the service of our 
nation. May we always remember 
their sacrifices!

Have a blessed, restful and 
safe summer!

The Easter season presents 
a shift in the first and second 
readings.  Where we usually hear 
readings from the Old Testament 
and from the Letters of St. Paul, 
we now hear New Testament 
readings from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the Epistles of St. 
Peter.  A primary and historical 
purpose of this shift is to aid 
our focus on the effect that the 
Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ had on the apostles and the 
world around them.

The Acts of the Apostles 
includes the well-known 
conversion of Paul, the “Apostle to 
the Gentiles.”  Paul’s conversion 
is a colorful and powerful story 
indeed, marked as it is with 
Paul’s personal conversion, his 
suffering, and his exhortations to 
the many churches throughout the 
region.  Repentance, conversion, 
and “turning around” are common 
themes that run throughout 
Scripture.  From the beginning, 
the first question God asks after 
the fall is, “Where are you?” to 
John the Baptist’s call to “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Mt 3:2).

Some of us may have had 
powerful conversion experiences 
in our lives or we may even 
know others who have had 
such experiences.  However, 
these dramatic conversions are 
not typical for most.  In a way, 
then, the Easter Season readings 
are an opportunity for personal 

Faith prevails through perseverance

focus and contemplation of the 
more ordinary experience of 
conversion, such as that of Peter 
and our own call to continuing 
conversion – repentance, turning 
away from sin, and turning 
toward the light of Christ.

Peter began to follow Jesus 
immediately upon the call, 
apparently leaving his family, 
his boat, and dropping his nets 
to become a fisher of men.  Yet, 
his impatience and impetuosity 
were evident nearly every time 
he made an appearance, from 
thinking he could walk on water 
to cutting off the high priest’s 
servant’s ear when Jesus was 
arrested, Peter followed Jesus in 
earnest.  Nevertheless, Peter still 
denied Jesus and barely escaped 
by the skin of his teeth.  But 
Peter’s conversion, as pointed out 
by some scholars, comes after the 
cock crows the third time. Jesus 
turns, looks at Peter, and Peter 
went out and wept bitterly.   

Here then is the conversion 
for the ordinary person.  The 
rooster or cock is an image long 
associated with the coming of 
light.  Upon the third crow, as 

one scholar has said, “the cock’s 
crow projects into the dark 
night of Maundy Thursday the 
bright daylight of Easter Sunday 
renewal.”  

The most intense conversion 
experiences to the most subtle are 
no guarantee against backsliding.  
The Old Testament prophets 
constantly labored and exhorted 
Israel to avoid their former 
way of life and turn back to 
God.  Interestingly, when the 
Resurrected Jesus appears to 
Peter at the end of the Gospel 
of John, Peter is, of all things, 
fishing!  Peter would, of course, 
strip himself of clothing and dive 
head long in the water at the sight 
of the Risen Lord.

Faith and perseverance 
are always a battle.  Peter’s 
experience provides an example 
of this.  The one thing that we do 
have is the firm assurance that the 
light of Christ has, and always 
will, pierce the darkness of our 
human condition and give way 
to the bright light of our own, 
continual, renewal.
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USCCB -- On the first Friday 
of each month from May 6, 2011 
to April 6, 2012, Catholic families 
and individuals are challenged to 
participate in First Fridays for 
Food Security, as a way to raise 
awareness about food insecurity 
in the U.S. and help Catholics 
pray and act for those in need. 

Catholics can take part by 
limiting meal spending on the 
first Friday of each month to the 
amount allotted for a family of 
their size in the USDA Modified 
Thrifty Food Plan. This food 
plan is used as the basis for 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (formerly 
called food stamps). 

In 2009, 17.4 million U.S. 
households experienced food 
insecurity -- the fear of starvation 
or of not having food to eat.

“Food insecurity affects 
vulnerable populations including 
children, the elderly and the 
unborn,” said Bishop Stephen E. 
Blaire of Stockton, California, 
chairman of the USCCB 
Committee on Domestic Justice 
and Human Development. 

“First Fridays for Food 
Security is an act of prayerful 
solidarity with those who risk 
going hungry. As bishops, we 

seek to educate the faithful on this 
need and the obligation we have 
as Catholics to meet it.”

The event’s page on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/event .
php?eid=110978892320508) 
provides a forum for Catholics 
to leave comments about their 
experiences and access learning 
and prayer resources. A handout 

Can you eat for one day on $5?
USCCB launches First Fridays for Food Security 
challenge for one year beginning May 6, 2011

2.90
3.20
3.30
4.20	
4.80

5.10
5.30
5.70
5.20
5.20

5.10
5.10
5.00
5.00
4.90

11.80
11.20

17.20
19.70

Child
1 year
2-3 years
4-5 years
6-8 years
9-11 years

Male:
12-13 years
14-18 years
19-50 years
51-70 years
71+ years

Female:
12-13 years
14-18 years
19-50 years
51-70 years
71+ years

Family of 2
19-20 years
51-70 years

Family of 4: Couple, 19-50 years and children --
2-3 and 4-5 years
6-8 and 9-11 years

20.40
22.00
23.10
29.30
33.80

35.70
37.10
39.80
36.30
36.40

35.80
35.40
35.30
35.00
34.50

82.60
78.50

120.20
138.20

†  All costs are rounded to the nearest 10 cents.

† The costs given are for individuals in 4-person families.  For individuals 
in other size families, the following adjustments are suggested:
	 1 person 	 ---  add 20 percent
	 2 persons ---  add 10 percent
	 3 persons ---  add   5 percent
	 4 persons ---  no adjustment
	 5-6 persons - subtract 5 percent
	 7 (or more) -- subtract 10 percent
   To calculate overall household food costs, (1) adjust food costs for each 
person in household and then (2) sum these adjusted food costs.

† Ten percent added for family size adjustment

Full info on this page may be accessed at http://www.cnpp.usda.gov

USDA Thrifty Food Plan

(Plan used to determine how much people on 
Food Stamps are alloted)

Age; Gender		  Weekly 		  Daily 
Groups			   Cost		  Cost

INDIVIDUALS

FAMILIES

will be posted on Facebook each 
month, focusing on a different 
aspect of the issue. These will 
include: the reality of food 
insecurity in the U.S., migrant 
laborers and those who produce 
food, effects of hunger on 
pregnant women and their unborn 
children, and child nutrition and 
the school lunch program.

In his 2009 encyclical, 
Caritas in Veritate, Pope Benedict 
XVI said, “Feed the hungry (cf. 
Mt 25: 35, 37, 42) is an ethical 
imperative for the universal 
Church, as she responds to the 
teachings of her Founder, the 
Lord Jesus, concerning solidarity 
and the sharing of goods.”

---
Keywords: food security, 

First Fridays, hunger, Bishop 
Stephen E. Blaire, solidarity. 

NOT receiving the
Church Today?

Maybe you do, but do your college 
children or married children receive 
it? What about your neighbor or a 

friend you visit?  It’s FREE!

Call 445-6424, ext 255
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CHRISM MASS.  Bishop Ronald Herzog and the priests of the Diocese of Alexandria extend a blessing over the three 
vases of sacred oils during the annual Chrism Mass held April 19 at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Alexandria. The 
sacred oils blessed during the Mass are then distributed to the priests throughout the diocese and used in the individual 
parishes during special liturgical celebrations such as Confirmation and Baptism.

Charles Ray to be ordained 
transitional deacon May 21

Seminarian Charles Ray, 
from Deville, will be ordained a 
transitional deacon on Saturday, 
May 21 at St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral by the Most Rev. 
Ronald P. Herzog, bishop of the 
Diocese of Alexandria.

The ordination Mass will 
begin at 10 a.m. with a reception 
immediately following in Xavier 
Hall.  The public is invited to 
attend.

Charles is the son of Rod 
and Anita Ray of Sts. Francis 
and Anne parish in Kolin.  
He is currently a third year 
theology student studying at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum, in 
Columbus, OH. 

In February of this year, 
Charles took the Oath of 
Fiedlity in the presence of the 
seminary community at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum in 
preparation for ordination to the 
diaconate.

Ordination as a transitional 
deacon is one the final steps 
to priesthood.  After serving 
as a transitional deacon for 
approximately one year, Charles 
could be ordained around this 
same time next year, but as an 
ordained priest.

Charles Ray, seminarian
Pontifical College Josephinum

TWO ALEXANDRIA SEMINARIANS GRADUATE FROM PCJ.  Alexandria 
seminarians Brian Seiler and Dale Meade graduated May 7 from the Pontifical 
College Josephinum in Columbus, OH. Both Brian and Dale graduated with a 
Bachelor of Philosophy in the Pre-Theology program. 

Two seminarians from the 
Diocese of Alexandria graduated 
May 7, at the Pontifical College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, 
during the 112th Baccalaureate 
Mass and Commencement 
Exercises.

Brian Seiler, son of Drs. 
Brenda and Jeff Seiler of 
Alexandria; and Dale Meade, son 
of Charlene and the late Hershel 
Meade of Pollock; were the two 
graduates from the Diocese of 
Alexandria.

On behalf of the seminary 
community, Very Reverend 
James A. Wehner, Rector / 

President, offered words of 
welcome to the family and friends 
of the graduates. “Today we 
celebrate our 112th Baccalaureate 
Mass, praising God for his divine 
mercy and his goodness,” he said. 
“Bishop Hebda, thank you for 
being here, for your support of 
the Josephinum, and for the many 
ways your apostolic ministry 
promotes priestly vocations.” 

Thirty-five seminarians from 
13 different dioceses were granted 
degrees from the Josephinum’s 
College of Liberal Arts, Pre-
Theology program, and School of 
Theology. 

A Bachelor of Arts degree 
was awarded to 20 seminarians, 
while 9 other seminarians earned 
a Bachelor of Philosophy or a 
Certificate of Achievement in 
Philosophical and Theological 
Studies. The degree Master 
of Divinity was awarded to 
6 deacons of the School of 
Theology.

As a national seminary, the 
Pontifical College Josephinum 
educates priesthood candidates 
from an average of 25 dioceses 
throughout the U.S. and celebrates 
its 123rd year of forming men for 
service to the Church. 

2 Alexandria seminarians graduate from PCJ
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By Sister Jane Coles, CDP
OLL Convent

Sister M. Romaine Bell, who 
for many years was a well-loved 
person at Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor School and Convent in 
Alexandria, will celebrate her 
diamond jubilee (75 years), as a 
Sister of Divine Providence, at 
Our Lady of the Lake Convent in 
San Antonio, Texas on June 20.

Sister Romaine, who spent 
almost 31 years in ministry to little 
children at OLPS, said, “Probably 

my greatest contribution to the 
field of education stemmed from 
my determination that no child 
would ever leave my first grade 
classroom without a strong 
mastery of the skills needed to 
read.  I realized that the ability to 
read was absolutely essential for 
a student to make any progress in 
other subjects in school.

“Before coming to 
Alexandria, I served as principal 
of an elementary school for three 
years and taught third and fourth 
grades for a while; however, I 

am convinced that my talents 
are definitely geared toward first 
grade students.”

Even in her retirement, Sister 
Romaine recalls her years of 
service at Prompt Succor School 
and continues to contribute arts 
and crafts to the annual fair 
at OLPS.  While stationed in 
Alexandria, she was always in 
charge of the arts and crafts booth.  

“Would you believe that 
at age 93, I continue to do this 
kind of work, still sending items 
to Alexandria each year for the 

Sr. Romaine Bell celebrates 75 years as CDP

Sr. Romaine Bell, CDP
celebrating 75 year Jubilee

June 20, 2011

fair and preparing other items 
for our local groups here in San 
Antonio!”

Innumerable CDPs, 
including her two blood sisters, 
Sisters Anne Linda and Mary 
Jane, have been blessed and will 
be blessed with the passage of 
life called retirement.  The living 
of life to be filled with all the joy 
and beauty, pain and struggle, 
humannesss and blessedness is 
the gift that Sister Roamine now 
gives to the Church and to her 
CDP community. 

JUBILARIANS.  Seven priests from the Diocese of Alexandria celebrated significant anniversaires as a priest during 
the annual Jubilarian Mass held May 13 at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral in Alexandria.  Those celebrating 50 years 
of priesthood are Rev. Terry Allen, Rev. James Roy, and Rev. Bernard Zagst; 20 years of priesthood, Rev. Kenneth 
Michiels; and 10 years, Rev. Jose Pallipurath, OSB.Silv., Rev. Jack Michalchuk, and Rev. Louis Sklar.

Donations in April

Roderick Broussard......................................................................... $50.00
	 Msgr. Milburn Broussard Burse
Mrs. Kathleen Voltz........................................................................ $100.00
	 Gus Voltz Burse 
Msgr. Joseph Susi.......................................................................... $100.00
	 Bishop Sam G. Jacobs Burse
Mrs. G. J. Leglue............................................................................. $100.00
	 Msgr. Joseph Susi Burse
Mr. A.R. D’Angelo........................................................................ $1,000.00
	 Angelo R. and Ena F. D’Angelo Burse
Geraldine B. Deptula................................................................... $1,475.00
	 Father Bruce Miller Burse

Total this month........................................................................... $2,825.00

BursesBurses
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By Carol Glatz, Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- Before a slab of gleaming 
white marble inscribed “Beatus 
Johannes Paulus PP. II,” 
thousands of pilgrims made 
the sign of the cross, snapped a 
picture and said a quick prayer.

Some left photographs or 
letters in a basket in front of 
Blessed Pope John Paul II’s 
new tomb in the Chapel of St. 
Sebastian in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
A few also left flowers and a 
monetary contribution to support 
the process of declaring him a 
saint.

After hundreds of thousands 
of people filed past Blessed John 
Paul’s mortal remains May 1, the 
day of his beatification, and May 
2 after a Mass of thanksgiving, a 
small ceremony was held to place 
the remains -- still in their original 
triple-casket -- under the altar and 
seal it with the white marble slab.

Jesuit Father Federico 
Lombardi, the Vatican 
spokesman, said the ceremony 
began May 2 at 7:15 p.m., after 

St. Peter’s Basilica had been 
closed to the public. Before the 
marble slab was put in place, nine 
cardinals, several bishops and 
the priests who staff the basilica 
chanted “Blessed John Paul” in 
Latin. They recited the approved 
Mass prayer for his Oct. 22 feast 
day and the casket was censed.

Vatican officials had said 
more than 250,000 people 
visited Blessed John Paul’s 
mortal remains on the day of his 
beatification.

Pope Benedict XVI and the 
cardinals who concelebrated the 
beatification Mass were the first 
to kneel and pray at the foot of 
the closed wooden casket; many 
kissed and caressed the recently 
cleaned and polished wood.

Ushers kept the crowds 
moving swiftly, leaving many 
with little time to linger. Small 
groups of people were allowed 
to kneel briefly in prayer far from 
the barricades.

Moving the crowds so 
quickly meant many pilgrims 
who were in the square after the 
beatification had to wait only 30 
minutes to get in to see the casket.

Millions gather at Vatican 
for beatification of JPII

Blessed John Paul II: touched
By Jeannie Petrus

CT Editor

Although Vatican City is 
more than 4,500 miles from 
Central Louisiana, the distance 
never stopped many of its resident 
Catholics to see Pope John Paul  
II, either here in the states or 
abroad.

Somewhere in the 26 years 
of his papacy, hundreds of 
stories have popped up around 
the world about how even just a 
small encounter with the newly 
“blessed” man, made a significant 
impact on those who were in his 
presence. (Go to www.karol-
wojtyla.org -- a website devoted 
to personal encounters with JPII)

Here are a few stories from 
our own people of the Diocese of 
Alexandria: 

April 30, 2000
Cabrini Choir sings the Mass for 
canonization of St. Faustina

On April 30, 2000, during 
the Mass for the canonization 
of St. Faustina, hundreds of 
thousands of people stood in St. 

Peter’s Square and watched as 
Pope John Paul II walked out on 
the prepared altar to begin Mass. 
On the left of the altar was the 
Polish National Orchestra and 
Chorus, a huge group of singers 
and instruments representing the 
native country of the Pope. On 
the right of the altar was a small 
group of 36 choir members from 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 

It was the St. Frances Cabrini 
Church Choir, under the direction 
of Dr. Mary Deville, and they 
sang the Mass that Pope JPII 
celebrated when he canonized St. 
Faustina. At that same Mass, he 
declared for the first time that the 
first Sunday after Easter would 
now become known as “Divine 
Mercy Sunday.”

“We were right there on the 
altar with Pope John Paul II, 
for the very first Divine Mercy 
Sunday and for the canonization 
of St Faustina,” said Dr. Deville. 
“It was fabulous. It was life-
changing. It is something we will 
all never forget.”

The choir was originally 
scheduled to sing that day in 
St. Peter’s Basilica at the Altar 

of the Chair (side altar). But 
when the canonization Mass 
was scheduled, the director of 
music at the Vatican (who was a 
friend of Dr. Deville) called Mary 
and said, “I have some good 
news and some bad news.  You 
won’t be singing in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. You will be singing 
at the canonization Mass of St. 
Faustina!”

The highlight of the 
experience was when JPII first 
came out on the altar area.  He 
turned to bless the Polish Choir 
and then turned and blessed 
the Cabrini Choir.  Since it was 
hot and the Mass was long, 
Deville had encouraged the choir 
members to bring plenty of water 
to drink to stay hydrated.

“After the Pope blessed 
us, no one wanted to drink their 
bottled water since it blessed 
by the Pope!” she said.  “Msgr. 
Hoppe (pastor at that time) had 
to practically force them to drink 
the water for fear that they might 
pass out from the heat.”

“The whole event was just 
an unbelievable experience,” she 
said. 

ST. FRANCES CABRINI CHOIR, ALEXANDRIA sang the Latin Mass in 2000 and was on the altar with Pope John 
Paul II, when he canonized St. Faustina and declared the first Sunday after Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday.
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lives of many from our own diocese who encountered him

May 1, 2011
Seminarian Taylor Reynolds 
attends JPII beatification in Rome 

By Taylor Reynolds
Diocese of Alexandria seminarian

My alarm clock went off 
at 3:00 a.m. Final destination: 
St. Peter’s Square, a trip that 
normally would take me only 10 
minutes.

But, today was no normal 
day. Today was May 1, 2011, 
Divine Mercy Sunday, the 
Beatification of John Paul II. 

After getting dressed, I 
loaded up my back-pack with 
books, water and food and went 
over to meet Daniel Uliseney, 
a fellow seminarian from the 
Diocese of Greensburg, Pa.

We decided to go to St. 
Peter’s from the Via Conciliatione 
and were soon stopped by a few 

hundred people, a baracade and 
a handful of very nervous police 
officers. There we waited, until 
5:30 a.m. when they opened the 
doors to the Piazza. 

As time went on, the excited 
populace became very excited, 
and as the numbers grew, so did 
the tension. It got to the point that 
I could not even move there were 
so many people. People began to 
push, to scream and to try to jump 
the barracades. 

Finally, the gates opened 
and Daniel and I sprinted in our 
cassocks about 20 yards where 
we were then stopped by the 
multitude beyond counting that 
were pouring into St. Peter’s 
Square.

The guards were very smart-- 
they would only let small groups 
of a couple of hundred through 
at a time and then hold the rest 
back with a human shield. I was 

very surprised to hardly hear any 
English or Italian, most of it was 
Polish. As the clock moved close 
to 7 a.m. I began to get worried 
that I would be stuck under a 
small cement overhang and not 
be able to see anything or even 
worse: not receive Communion.

Finally, our time came and 
I found that we were able to 
casually stroll past the colonnades, 
through the metal detectors and 
into the Piazza where we placed 
ourselves as close to the front as 
we could but also near the railing. 

The day was beautiful: sun 
shining, warm weather, flags 
and banners flying. There was a 
great joy in the air, a man of our 
own time, a man we had seen 
personally and in some way 
experienced his sanctity was 
entering into the book of the 
blessed.

We found ourselves placed 
next to a small Polish family 
with whom we were able to take 
come very nice pictures. They 
did not speak English. They 
were probably one of the 100s of 
thousands of Polish people who 
had made a pilgrimage here. As 

Mass approached, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet was prayed in 
several different languages, to 
prepare us for Mass.

The moment came. Pope 
Benedict XVI drove up in his 
small white pope-mobile and 
then mounted the altar and began 
Mass. Without having to wait 
long, the beatification began.

Cardinal Agustine Vallini of 
the congregation of cause of the 
saints comes forward and humbly 
asks Pope Benedict to enroll 
John Paul II into the book of the 
blessed. Pope Benedict, beeming 
brightly, accepts the request and 
establishes his feast October 22. 
With that, the veil was lifted and 
the beautiful image of Blessed 
John Paul II was revealed.

As the chorus sang, the crowd 
erupted into applause and tears. I 
found myself, also, getting very 
watery-eyed. It was like seeing 
your grandfather who fought in 
the war being honored with the 
Medal of Honor. The man who 
establish the Jubilee Year when 
I was but in the 6th grade, the 

ALEXANDRIA SEMINARIAN TAYLOR REYNOLDS, who is currently 
studying at the North American Pontifical College in Rome, stands with his 
seminarian friend Daniel Uliseney and a Polish family that they were next to 
during the beatification of Pope John Paul II on May 1 in Rome.

man who had such a great love 
for the youth and prayed for them 
daily, the man who reminded us 
all of the call that we all have to 
become holy, to become saints 
with his motto: “Be Not Afraid” 
was himself becoming the saint 
that God has destined for us all.

As Mass continued there was 
still such a joy in the air. No one 
was sad that day. Most especially, 
Pope Benedict was filled with 
joy as his homily was filled with 
spontaneous burst of joy such as 
“JOHN PAUL IS BLESSED” and 
“How many times has John Paul 
blessed us from this square, and 
now we call him blessed”. 

As Mass ended and Daniel 
and I returned home, we were 
so excited to have been at such 
a monumental event. This was a 
reminder to me and to us all that 
holiness is not far out of reach. 

John Paul has been gone for 
only 6 years and now is a blessed. 
We must truly believe his words 
as speaking to us all: “Be not 
afraid! Open wide the doors to 
Christ!”

OCT. 22 
FEAST OF JPII

Prayer of the Collect
O God, who are rich in mercy 

and who willed that 
the Blessed John Paul the Second 

should preside as Pope 
over your universal Church, 

grant, we pray, that 
instructed by his teaching, 
we may open our hearts 

to the saving grace of Christ, 
the sole Redeemer of mankind. 
Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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ROME, APRIL 30, 2011 
(Zenit.org).- Here is a translation 
of the testimony of Sister Marie 
Simon-Pierre, religious of 
the Congregation of the Little 
Sisters of Catholic Motherhood, 
regarding her miraculous cure 
from Parkinson’s that she 
attributes to the intercession of 
Pope John Paul II.

The testimony, written in 
2006, formed part of John Paul 
II’s cause for beatification, which 
concluded May 1, 2011.

Reports of medical and 
legal experts on the French 
nun’s healing were submitted 
to the dicastery for scientific 
examination last October. The 
phenomenon was recognized by 
the Vatican as a miracle attributed 
to the intercession of John Paul II 
in January.

* * *

In June 2001, I was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s disease. The 
disease had affected the whole 
left side of my body, creating 
great difficulties for me as I am 
left-handed. After three years, the 
initial phase of the disease, slow 
but progressive, was followed by 
an aggravation of the symptoms: 
accentuation of the trembling, 
rigidity, pain, insomnia.

From April 2, 2005, I began 
to worsen week by week, I grew 
worse day by day, I was unable 
to write (I repeat that I am left-
handed), and if I attempted it, 
what I wrote was unintelligible. 
I could drive only for short trips 
because my left leg would stiffen 
sometimes, and my rigidity 
would have impeded my driving. 
Moreover, to do my work in a 
hospital, it took more time than 
usual. I was exhausted.

After learning my diagnosis, 
it was difficult for me to watch 
John Paul II on television. 
However, I felt very close to 
him in prayer and I knew he 
could understand what I was 
going through. I also admired 
his strength and courage, which 

motivated me not to give in and 
to love this suffering, because 
without love none of this made 
sense. I can say that it was a 
daily struggle, but my only wish 
was to live it with faith and in 
loving adherence to the will of 
the Father.

At Easter (2005) I wanted 
to watch our Holy Father on 
television because I knew, in my 
deepest self, that it would be the 
last time. I prepared myself the 
whole morning for this “meeting” 
knowing that it would be very 
difficult for me, as it would make 
me see how I would be in a few 
years. It was even harder for me 
being relatively young. However, 
an unexpected service impeded 
my seeing him.

On the afternoon of April 2, 
the whole community gathered 
to take part in the Vigil of Prayer 
in St. Peter’s Square, broadcasted 
live by the French television 
of the Diocese of Paris (KTO) 
... All of us together heard the 
announcement of John Paul II’s 
death. At that moment, the world 
caved in on me. I had lost the 
friend who understood me and 
who gave me the strength to keep 
going. In the following days, I 
had the sensation of an enormous 
void, but also the certainty of his 
living presence.

On May 13, feast of Our 
Lady of Fatima, Benedict 

XVI announced the special 
dispensation to initiate the cause 
of beatification of John Paul II. 
Beginning the following day, 
the sisters of all the French and 
African communities began to 
pray for my cure through the 
intercession of John Paul II. They 
prayed incessantly until the news 

arrived of my cure.
At that time I was on 

vacation. On May 26, my time 
of rest being at an end, I returned 
totally exhausted by the disease. 
“If you believe, you will see the 
glory of God”: this phrase of St. 
John’s Gospel accompanied me 
from May 14 onward.

On June 1, I was finished; I 
struggled to stand and to walk. 
On June 2 in the afternoon, I 
went to find my superior to ask 
her if I could leave my work. 
She encouraged me to endure a 
bit longer until my return from 
Lourdes in August, and she 
added: “John Paul II has not yet 
said his last word” (John Paul II 
was surely there, in that meeting 
which passed in serenity and 
peace). Then, Mother Superior 
gave me a pen and told me to 
write: “John Paul II.” It was 5 
o’clock in the afternoon. With 
effort, I wrote: “John Paul II.” 
We remained in silence before 
the illegible letters, then the day 
continued as usual.

At the end of the evening 
prayer, at 9 o’clock at night, I 
went to my office before going to 
my room. I felt the need to pick 
up the pen and to write, just as if 
someone within me was saying: 
“Pick up the pen and write.” It was 
between 9:30 and 9:40 at night. 
To my great surprise I saw that 
the writing was clearly legible. 
Not understanding anything, I 
went to bed. Two months exactly 
had gone by since John Paul II’s 
departure to the House of the 
Father. I woke up at 4:30 a.m., 
surprised that I was able to sleep 
and I leapt out of bed: my body 

NUNS PLACE RELIC NEAR ALTAR DURING BEATIFICATION OF POPE 
JOHN PAUL II. Polish Sister Tobiana Sobodka, left, who ran Pope John 
Paul II’s household, and French Sister Marie Simon-Pierre, whose cure from 
Parkinson’s disease was accepted as the miracle that paved the wave for his 
beatification, place a relic of the late pope near the altar during his beatification 
Mass celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican 
May 1. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Sister Marie Simon-Pierre attributes cure to JPII
French nun, her community prayed incessantly to JPII for cure of her Parkinson’s disease 

See SISTER MARIE, pg 11
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was no longer insensitive, rigid, 
and interiorly I was not the same.

Then, I felt an interior call 
and the strong impulse to go to 
pray before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. I went down to the 
Oratory and prayed before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. I felt a 
profound peace and a sensation 
of well-being; too great an 
experience, a mystery difficult to 
explain with words.

Later, before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, I meditated 
on John Paul II’s Mysteries 

of Light. At 6 o’clock in the 
morning, I went out to meet with 
the sisters in the chapel for a time 
of prayer, which was followed by 
the Eucharistic celebration.

I had to walk some 50 meters 
and at that very moment I realized 
that, as I walked, my left arm was 
moving, it was not immobile next 
to my body. I also felt a physical 
lightness and agility that I had not 
felt for a long time.

During the Eucharistic 
celebration I was full of joy and 
peace; it was June 3, feast of the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus. Coming 
out from Holy Mass, I was sure 
of my cure; my hand did not 
shake any more. I went to write 
again and at midday I stopped 
taking my medicines.

On June 7, as planned, I went 
to my neurologist, my doctor for 
the past four years. He was also 
surprised to see the disappearance 
of all the symptoms of the disease, 
despite my having interrupted the 
treatment five days earlier. The 
next day the Superior General 
entrusted an act of thanksgiving 

to all our communities, and the 
entire congregation began a 
thanksgiving novena to John Paul 
II.

Ten months have passed now 
since I interrupted all types of 
treatment. I am working normally 
again, I have no difficulty in 
writing and I also drive long 
distances. It feels as if I have 
been reborn: a new life, because 
nothing is as it was before.

Today I can say that my 
friend has left our earth, but is 
now much closer to my heart. He 

has made the desire grow in me 
of adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament and love of the 
Eucharist, which have a priority 
place in my daily life.

What the Lord has granted 
me through the intercession of 
John Paul II is a great mystery 
difficult to explain with words 
-- something very great and 
profound -- but nothing is 
impossible for God.

Yes. “If you believe, you will 
see the glory of God.”

[Translation by ZENIT]

Sister Marie Simon-Pierre From page 10

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH, in St. Joseph, La. Fr. Peter Kuligowski, pastor, 
welcomes  Colby Thomas Nagem into the Church after receiving the 
sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation on Holy Thursday.
Colby has chosen Confirmation name Thomas, after being in love with writings 
of St. Thomas Aquinas who helped him to find faith in Jesus Christ in the 
Catholic Church.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CATHEDRAL NEOPHYTES (newly initiated into the Church).  During the Easter Vigil at St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral April 23, Bishop Ronald Herzog welcomed eight neophytes.  Those receiving Confirmation 
were Kimberly Street, Bick Quinby, Lisa Johnston, Charles Johnston, Jerry Byles, Lyndsie Nelams, and J. Simons (not 
pictured).  Those Baptized were Lauren Street and Christopher Mclin.

Pre-Order your 2011-2013 

Diocesan 
Directory 
NOW! -- $10 
After August 1, price will be $20

The 2011-2013 Directory for the Diocese of Alexandria will be an 8.5” X 11” 
publication with photos and contact information for diocesan employees, 
clergy, religious, deacons, seminarians and support staff. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to receive your own copy of the printed version of the Diocesan 
Directory.

Advertising in the Diocesan Directory is available 
by calling (318) 445-6424, ext. 264 by June 30, 2011.

4 YES! I want to Pre-Order a Diocesan Directory

NAME_ _______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

CITY ___________________________________ STATE  ______ ZIP______________

PHONE_______________________________________________________________

Please pre-order _______directory(ies) @ $10 each  =  $________________________
I will pick up from the Diocesan Office.

Please mail to me _______directory(ies) @13 each =  $_________________________
I would like you to mail them to me and will pay extra for postage.

Enclosed is my check for $________________________________________________
Mail to: Diocesan Directory, P.O. Box 7417, Alexandria, LA 71306.
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Wedding
School Photos
All occasions

Anniversary
Landscapes

Insurance claim photos
General Photography

Packages to fit all budgets. Will accommodate indoor and 
outdoor locations. Call for an appointment at 888-231-1544 

or locally at 318-201-4251. 
Wedding planner services available.

NUGENT
PHOTOGRAPHY

“Our bait is guaranteed to catch fish or die trying”
BAIT SHOP

1923 RAPIDES AVE.
ALEXANDRIA, LA 71301

(318) 442-8221
PETECICARDO@YAHOO.COM

OPEN SUNDAY-SATURDAY 6:30 AM-SUNSET 
(CLOSED WEDNESDAYS)

OWNED & OPERATED BY CARL DUNN & PETE CICARDO

Diocese publishes manual for religion teachers
A  new diocesan  resource 

book for elementary and junior 
high catechists is being introduced 
this month by the Diocese of 
Alexandria’s Office of Religious 
Training and Formation.  

“Religious Education 
Guidelines and Parish Catechist 
Manual,” a 213-page reference 
manual for K-8 instructors, was 
expressly designed for Diocese 
of Alexandria religion teachers 
in response to requests made in 
the Pastoral Planning proposals 
and discussions concerning youth 
education.

“This Catechist Manual is 
an extraordinarily valuable tool 
for both the new or experienced 
catechist,” said Father Scott 
Chemino, Vicar General for 
the diocese. “It is offered in the 
hope that it will be beneficial to 
those dedicated to the ministry of 
passing on our Catholic faith.”

Based on the Catechism of the 
Catholic Chuch, the four pillars 
of the Catechism are covered 
for each grade at an appropriate 
level and can be used as an aid in 

presenting the essential teachings 
of the Catholic faith effectively.

The resource also contains 
several appendices that may be 
useful teaching aids for catechists, 
such as Catholic prayers, Bible 
story reference guide and 
timeline, teaching the Trinity 
and reverence for the Eucharist, 
review questions, lives of the 
Saints, and more.

“For those of us who teach 
CCD (or the religion teachers in 
the Catholic schools), this manual 
is something we have all needed 
for a long time,” said one DRE 
(director of relgious education) 
who attended one of four deanery 
workshops that explained the use 
of the guidebook. “Now we have 
a reference for knowing exactly 
what levels of the Catholic faith 
should be taught (and mastered) 
at each of the grade levels.  It’s 
great!

After the deanery workshops, 
the pastors and DREs can decide 
how much of the content that they 
want the young people of their 
parish to master at each grade 

level.
“A CCD program might 

not cover all of the information 
presented in each section,” 
said Emily Ann McCullough, 
diocesan coordinator of religious 
education and one of the editors 
of the manual. “But it sets a 
comprehensive standard.  The 
manual simply presents what the 
Catholic Church teaches on each 
grade level.”

The final section in the manual 
covers such topics as the roles and 
responsibilities of the catechist, 
classroom management, rules 
for effective discipline, lesson 
planning, teaching techniques 
and strategies, understanding 
the student at different age 
levels, catechesis for those with 
special needs, and legal issue in 
catechesis and evangelization.

A CD is included in each 
binder that includes a copy of the 
entire manual, downloadable files 
of each grade level and a listing 
of links to valuable websites on 
the Internet.

way, Father Snyder said
Fifteen people were killed by 

tornadoes in Georgia April 27-28, 
eight of whom lived in the small 
northwest Georgia community 
of Ringgold, just south of the 
Tennessee state line, where the 
National Weather Service says the 
tornado packed winds up to 200 
mph. 

Msgr. Leo Herbert, pastor 
of two churches in northwest 
Georgia, said the mission church 
of St. Katharine Drexel in Trenton 
was fortunate.

“The church itself was spared. 
Three large oak trees crashed into 
our parking lot. We were fortunate 
it did not hit our building,” Msgr. 
Herbert told the Georgia Bulletin, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Atlanta. “Most of our parishioners 
were inconvenienced by losing 
water and power. Most have their 
power and water restored now. 
Some have damage. We have 
one parishioner whose home was 
destroyed.”

Tornadoes
Continued from pg. 2
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Cathy Norris: Secretary of the Year
Diocese of Alexandria secretary surprised to be named ‘best in Cenla”

SURPRISED SECRETARY.  Cathy Norris, secretary in the Office of Religious Training and Formation at the Diocese 
of Alexandria, was completely surprised when her name was announced  as Secretary of the Year during the annual 
dinner sponsored by Sayes Office Supplies and Tunks Cypress Inn, in honor of National Secretary Week, April 25-29. 
She is pictured with her husband, Billy, and some of her co-workers from the diocese.

QUEEN FOR A DAY.  Cathy Norris, named Secretary of the Year, was 
nominated by her co-workers in the Office of Religious Training and Formation 
at the Diocese of Alexandria.  Pictured are (from left) Luc Noel, Betty Brown 
Gootee, Dale de Perrodil, Cathy, Christina Theriot, and Emily Ann McCullough.

By Jeannie Petrus
CT Editor

How many people do you 
know who can drive a fire truck, 
wrangle a fire hose all night and 
then cheerfully come to work the 
next morning on time, . . . with 
perfect nails and perfect lipstick.

It’s all in a day’s work for 
Cathy Norris, secretary in the 
Diocese of Alexandria’s Office 
of Religious Training and 
Formation. She recently was 
named “Secretary of the Year” 
at the annual Secretary’s Day 
Luncheon, sponsored by Tunk’s 
Cypress Inn and Sayes Office 
Supplies.

“I had no idea I was getting 
this, so I was completely surprised 
when they were introducing the 
winner and mentioned that ‘she 
drives a firetruck,’” Cathy said.   
“I was completely surprised!”

As a first responder for 
the Lecompte Volunteer Fire 
Department for the past 14 years, 
Cathy knows what it is like to 
be called up in the middle of the 
night to respond to a fire or a car 
wreck . . . and then have to go to 
work in the morning.

“You just do it,” said Cathy. 
“I have work to do at the office, 

too.”
As secretary in the Office 

of Religious Training and 
Formation, she is responsible for 
scheduling events at Maryhill, 
assisting in the coordination 
of Steubenville South Youth 

Conference,  and maintaining 
records and files for religious 
education and formation 
programs.

“Her dedication goes beyond 
our office,” said Christina 
Theriot, director of the Office of 

RTF. “She’s willing to help even 
when it isn’t part of her job.  She 
sacrifices her personal time and 
also uses her talents wherever it 
is needed.”

One of her many talents is 
arranging flowers into beautiful 
arrangements for special events.  

“Since she’s been in this 
office, I can’t think of a time that 
she hasn’t arranged the flowers 
for an event for the Diocese of 
Alexandria,” said Christina. 
“Whether it is small bunches of 
flowers for tabletops at a luncheon 
or huge vases of arrangements for 
the stage, she does it all!

Considered “mom” by 
most of the personnel in the 
office, Cathy is a true servant 
and dedicated team player and 
completely deserving of this 
award.  Congratulations, Cathy 
Norris on being named “Secretary 
of the Year.”
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WASHINGTON (CNS) 
-- The House has approved a 
bill that would make the Hyde 
Amendment permanent, limit 
tax deductions for the cost of an 
abortion and block other potential 
use of federal funds for any clinic 
or doctor who offers abortions. 

The legislation is unlikely 
to reach a Senate vote and would 
likely be vetoed by President 
Barack Obama if it should pass. 
But supporters of the bill called 
for Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev., to bring the bill to 
the floor.

In a 251-175 vote May 4, 
the House approved H.R. 3, 
the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act, which would make 
permanent the restrictions of the 
Hyde Amendment, prohibiting 
the use of federal funds for 
any abortion. The amendment 
currently must be renewed each 
year.

H.R. 3 also would prohibit 
federal funds from being used 
to pay for any health insurance 
plan that includes abortion, as 
well as bar abortion from being 
offered at any federal or District 
of Columbia health care facility 
or by any individual employed 
by the federal government or the 
District of Columbia.

The only exceptions in 
the legislation would be if the 
pregnancy results from rape or 
incest or if the woman suffers 
from a life-threatening condition 
related to the pregnancy.

“By passing the No Taxpayer 
Funding for Abortion Act, the 
House has taken a decisive step 
toward protecting human life, 
reflecting the will of the American 
people,” said Deirdre McQuade, 
assistant director for policy and 
communications of the USCCB 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities.

In testimony to a House 
subcommittee about the bill in 
February, Richard M. Doerflinger, 
associate director of the 
secretariat, called H.R. 3 “a well-
crafted and reasonable measure 
to maintain long-standing and 
widely supported policies against 
active government promotion of 
abortion.” 

In his testimony, Doerflinger 
cited past surveys showing 
that the Hyde Amendment -- 
attached to annual Department 
of Health and Human Services 
appropriations bills since 1976 -- 
has “consistently had the support 
of the American people,” with 
many wrongly assuming that 

“it is already fully implemented 
at all levels of our federal 
government.” 

“The fact is that Congress’ 
policy has been remarkably 
consistent for decades, but the 
implementation of that policy 
in practice has been piecemeal, 
confusing and sometimes sadly 
inadequate,” he said. 

A statement from the White 
House said the administration 
strongly opposes H.R. 3 
because it “intrudes on women’s 
reproductive freedom and access 
to health care; increases the tax 
burden on many Americans; 
unnecessarily restricts the private 
insurance choices that consumers 
have today; and restricts the 
District of Columbia’s use of 
local funds, which undermines 
home rule.”

The statement said long-
standing federal policy prohibits 
federal funds from being used 
for abortions, except in cases of 
rape or incest, or when the life of 
the woman would be endangered 
and the prohibition is a part of 
Affordable Care Act, the national 
health care program passed last 
year. 

“H.R. 3 goes well beyond 

these safeguards by interfering 
with consumers’ private health 
care choices,” the statement said.

Kansas, Idaho, Oklahoma
pass Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act

WASHINGTON, National 
Right to Life Committee --Idaho 
became the latest state April 7 to 
pass the Pain-Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act.  

The Idaho state House of 
Representatives, by a 54-14 
vote, approved the bill backed 
by the state’s Senate chamber.  

No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act passes House
Also on April 6, the Oklahoma 
state Senate voted 38-8 to pass 
similar legislation, and it is 
expected to have full passage and 
a Governor’s signature soon.  

Kansas, having passed the 
Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act in late March, 
had their bill signed by Governor 
Sam Brownback on April 12.  
The bills are modeled after 
legislation enacted last year by 
the Nebraska legislature.

“The science behind the 
Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act is sound, and 
when faced with the evidence, 
state legislatures recognize their 
responsibility to protect these 
smallest members of our society,” 
said Mary Spaudling Bac, J.D., 
director of state legislation for the 
National Right to Life Committee 
(NRLC). “For several years, we 
have seen a growing trend of 
state legislatures moving to enact 
legislation that aids mothers and 
protects their unborn children.” 

For more information, go to 
www.doctorsonfetalpain.com 

Youth Minister 
Position Available:
St. Joseph and St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church in Cecilia, LA, 
a collective growing community 
of 1500 families, is seeking a 

full-time youth minister.  

•  A minimum of 1 year 
experience and LIFE TEEN 
training is required with a 
bachelor degree in a related 
field along with youth ministry 
certification is highly preferred.  
Salary is commensurate with 
experience.  

•  Full benefits including 
health insurance are included.  
Relocation assistance may be 
available.  

Requests for application form 
and full job description should 
be addressed to Myra Robin 
at 337-667-6344 or myra@

stjosephcecilia.com    

Deadline: July 1, 2011.
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Fr. Michael Champagne
Aquinas Institute for Theology

Lafayette, LA

Jimmy Seghers
Totus Tuus Ministries

Covington, LA

Jack Wright, Jr.
Sacred Right to Life

Monroe, LA

Jasper Rizzo
Rapides Right to Life

Alexandria, LA

Donna Domzalski
Rapides Right to Life

Alexandria, LA

RRTL to host 2nd Pro-Life Conference June 4
Rapides Right to Life (RRTL) 

will sponsor the 2nd annual Pro-
Life Conference June 4, from 10 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m., at the Westside 
Regional Library in Alexandria.

The conference is free and 
open to the public.

“The purpose of the 
conference is to inform and 
educate others about the many 
issues associated with pro-life,” 
said Donna Domzalski, president 
of RRTL. 

Speakers include:
Father Michael Champagne, 

CJC (Community of Jesus 

Crucified) is the director of the 
Aquinas Institute for Theology 
and Catholic Studies in Lafayette, 
La. He was ordained to the Holy 
Priesthood on May 28, 1994.  He 
has an extensive background in 
healthcare and military ministry, 
and has lead many retreats, 
conference, and more than 100 
parish missions. Fr. Champagne 
is a member of the Bishop’s 
Task Force on Reproductive 
Technology and on the board of 
directors of Lafayette Women’s 
Center. 

Fr. Champagne will speak 

on the topic, “Pornography.”
Jimmy Seghers, a laicized 

Catholic priest in good standing, 
and his wife Michelle, are the 
parents of nine children in 
Covington, La.  After working  
many years in the insurance 
business, he took an early 
retirement to devote his complete 
energies to Church ministries.  
He and his wife started Totus 
Tuus Ministries, a ministry of 
evangelizing Catholics through 
retreats, conferences, the study of 
Sacred Scripture and Apologetics. 
He also has his own program, 
Apologetics, on Radio Maria.  

Seghers will speak on the 
topic, “Theology of the Body.”

Jack Wright is an attorney 
in Monroe,  La and a member of 
the Assembly of God Church in 

West Monroe, La. He is active 
in the Pro-Life movement and 
currently serves as president of 
Sacred Right to Life, which is 
the Northeast Louisiana chapter 
of National Right to Life.  Its 
function is to be the educational 
and informational arm of the 
Pro-Life movement.  He has 
debated pro abortion advocates 
in schools and on television and 
has consistently fought this issue 
to save the lives of unborn babies 
for more than 20 years.

Wright will speak on the legal 
issues of abortion titled “Why the 
Controversy?”

Suzan Johnson is a student 
at Glenmora High School, who 
chose, as her senior project, 
Ovarian Cancer. She has always 
been interested in the topic since 

her mom was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer when Suzan was 
in the 1st grade and then died 
from the disease when Suzan 
was in the 7th grade. As part of 
her senior project, she immersed 
herself in ovarian cancer research 
and then organized a 5K/1 mile 
run/walk for ovarian cancer. 

Suzan will speak about her 
mother’s battle with Ovarian 
Cancer.

Donna Domzalski and Jasper 
Rizzo, both active in the RRTL, 
will be the final speakers for the 
conference with a presentation on 
Using Technology for Pro-Life.

Before the conference, two 
First Friday Masses are available:  
one at Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Church at 8 a.m.; and another at 
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral at 9 
a.m.  Everyone is invited to the 
Pro-Life Rosary and Adoration at 
8:15 a.m. before the 9 a.m. Mass 
at Cathedral.

For more information, 
contact Domzalski at 318-445-
6868.

Virtus 
Training 

Thursday, June 16
6:00 p.m.

St. Joseph Catholic Center
Alexandria

To register, 
go to www.virtus.com
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STOCKBRIDGE, Mass. 
— On April 29, Marian Press 
released Divine Mercy, Triumph 
over Cancer: A Guide for Patients, 
Survivors, and Their Caregivers 
by Ronald M. Sobecks, MD, a 
hematologist/oncologist who has 
practiced at the Cleveland Clinic 
for 12 years. For nearly 20 years, 
Dr. Sobecks has sought to live 
The Divine Mercy message as the 
definitive source of hope for all in 
need of healing. 

His book is a must-have 
guide for anyone who has been 
affected by cancer — a cancer 
patient or survivor, their family 
and caregivers. Dr. Sobecks 
shows how God’s mercy can 
help those diagnosed with cancer 
find the fortitude to face the 
challenges of treatment and how 
it can change a survivor’s outlook 

on life. Further, Divine Mercy can 
help families and caregivers cope 
and even grow spiritually, as they 
care for those who suffer from the 
disease. Dr. Sobecks uses cancer 
as a model of human suffering 
and demonstrates how Divine 
Mercy can bring definitive healing 
not only to those affected by this 
disease, but also to all who suffer 
in any way. 

Father Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, an authority on The Divine 
Mercy message and a recent 
cancer survivor, says in his 
endorsement of the new book:

I am deeply appreciative 
of Divine Mercy, Triumph over 
Cancer by Ronald M. Sobecks, 
MD. He does a masterful job 
of integrating his knowledge of 
cancer with an understanding of 
human health and well-being that 

is informed by God’s truth and 
mercy. In this regard, Dr. Sobecks 
draws with insight from Scripture, 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, papal teachings, and 
the Diary of St. Maria Faustina 
Kowalska.

Building on this foundation, 
one of the greatest strengths of 
the book is the way Dr. Sobecks 
weaves in the personal stories 
of many of his cancer patients. 
His goals are to help the reader 
understand the disease and 
demonstrate how those with 
cancer can triumph over it 
spiritually. 

In his endorsement, John 
Howland, MD — a family 
physician who is the author 
of Heart Sounds: 12 Catholic 
Doctors — emphasizes the book 
as a “wonderful resource” for 
those in the healthcare field, as 
well as a guide that “will offer 
patients and families hope”:

As a family physician, 
I greatly appreciate Divine 
Mercy, Triumph over Cancer. 
It will be a wonderful resource 
for physicians, cancer centers, 
hospice programs, and hospitals 
to stock in their patient lending 
libraries. As a Catholic physician, 

I am even more grateful for this 
book. Written with openness to 
God and humility, it will offer 
patients and families hope as they 
face the many challenges of the 
disease we call cancer. This is a 
book that should accompany you 
through the long journey that 
is cancer, becoming dog-eared, 
underlined, and highlighted. It 
should be savored to yield its true 
worth.

To order a copy of Divine 
Mercy, Triumph over Cancer, 
call 1-800-462-7426 or visit 
marian.org/catalog. (Product code 
DMTC) The price is $14.95. 

Triumph over Cancer useful to  families, caregivers
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Vito Bonafacci

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

	
NEW YORK (CNS) -- Were 

the Catholic Church to begin 
giving cinematic imprimaturs, 
few films would be better 
qualified to receive one than 
“Vito Bonafacci” (Cavu), 
writer-director John Martoccia’s 
meditative -- and theologically 
impeccable -- exploration of 
Scripture-based doctrine and 
spirituality.

Paul Borghese plays the title 
character in this suburban-set 
Everyman story. Though happily 
married to loving wife Laura 
(Tisha Tinsman) and financially 
successful, Vito’s relationship 
to the Catholic faith in which he 
was raised has become tenuous. 
Indeed, by his own admission, 
except for the occasional 
Christmas or Easter liturgy, or 
family funeral, he hasn’t set foot 
in church for 25 years.

But a nightmare during 
which Vito foresees his death and 
condemnation to hell compels the 
outwardly content businessman 
to re-examine his life.

While not for the impatient, 
since it unfolds at a leisurely 
pace, the drama thus set in motion 
features some eloquent poetic 
reflections from Vito’s deceased 
mother (Emelise Aleandri) 
-- who visits him during that 
transformative dream -- as well 
as beautiful cinematography of 
the lush landscape surrounding 
Vito’s home.

The spiritual significance 
underlying everyday tasks is also 
highlighted in scenes portraying 
the work of Vito’s cook Marie 
(Carin Mei), his barber (Ralph 
Squillace) and his gardener 
(Louis Vanaria), all of whom the 
protagonist quizzes about their 
religious views.

If that latter turn of events 
seems somewhat unlikely, that’s 
because the dramatic elements 
of this story are on occasion -- it 
must be admitted -- a bit shaky. 
The dialogue, too, sounds forced 
at times because it’s being made 
subordinate to the (undeniably 
worthy) points Martoccia’s script 
is designed to drive home.

Such tendentiousness leaves 
this restful cinematic retreat 
ill-equipped to convert the 
deeply cynical or hard of heart. 
Evangelical Christians willing 
to withstand the unabashed 
Romanism on display, by contrast, 

diametrically different paths. 
Once ordained, Escriva 

labored for the establishment 
of a community dedicated to 
achieving personal sanctity 
through everyday work, an 
organization whose structure 
-- unprecedented in the modern 
church -- would embrace women 
as well as men, laypeople as well 
as priests.

Having rejected the faith 
in favor of a bitterly cynical 
materialism, meanwhile, Manolo 
is shown pursuing a duplicitous 
role in the conflict engulfing his 
society.

Not the least of the obstacles 
Escriva confronted in furthering 
his “Work of God” (the English 
meaning of the Latin phrase 
“Opus Dei”) was the increasingly 
violent anti-clericalism of the 
Loyalists in the Spanish struggle.

Yet when these leftists 
begin desecrating churches and 
murdering priests in cold blood, 
Escriva remains evenhandedly 
neutral, sympathizing with his 
adversaries’ motivations and 
aspirations and urging his handful 
of early followers to react with 
Christian forbearance.

The film contains 
occasionally bloody action 
violence, a few sexual references, 
a couple of crude and a half-
dozen crass terms. 

Two ‘must see’ movies for all Catholics

VITO BONAFACCI’. Paul Borghese stars in a scene from the movie “Vito 
Bonafacci.” The film contains a single mildly crass term as well as mature 
themes and references. The Catholic News Service classification is A-II 
-- adults and adolescents. Not rated by the Motion Picture Association of 
America. (CNS photo/Cavu)

will at least find the biblical basis 
for several core Catholic beliefs 
laid out in onscreen quotations as 
Vito’s journey toward conversion 
reaches its climax.

Whatever its artistic 
limitations, “Vito Bonafacci” will 
certainly reinforce faith in the 
devout and in those with yearnings 
for the sacred which may, as 
yet, be rudimentary. Religious 
educators will also welcome the 
movie as an apt and pleasant 
instrument in the catechetical 
instruction of teenagers or adults.

The film contains a single 
mildly crass term as well as 
mature themes and references. 

There Be Dragons

NEW YORK (CNS) -- What 
many people think they know 
about the Catholic spiritual 
movement Opus Dei likely 
comes -- unfortunately -- from 

You’ll have to go out of town, though, -- neither will be shown in Alexandria
the slanderous misrepresentations 
of it fobbed off on the public by 
author Dan Brown in his 2003 
novel “The Da Vinci Code.” 

A healthy antidote to such 
sensationalized misconceptions 
comes with the release of “There 
Be Dragons” (Samuel Goldwyn), 
a generally powerful, partly 
fictionalized dramatization of 
passages in the life of Opus Dei’s 
founder, St. Josemaria Escriva de 
Balaguer (1902-75), intensely yet 
appealingly portrayed by Charlie 
Cox.

As fictional Spanish-born 
reporter Robert Torres (Dougray 
Scott) investigates Escriva’s life, 
he’s surprised to discover that his 
own father Manolo (Wes Bentley) 
-- from whom Robert has long 
been estranged -- was the future 
religious leader’s childhood 
friend and seminary classmate.

With the tumult of the 
Spanish Civil War looming, 
however, the two men took 

THERE BE DRAGONS’. Wes 
Bentley stars in a scene from the 
movie “There Be Dragons.”
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CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOLING GROUP

There will be a gathering in Kees Park for all 
Catholic Homeschoolers, for anyone considering 
Homeschooling or for anyone wanting more information 
about whether Homeschooling is a viable choice for 
your family (Non-Catholics are certainly welcome too!). 
Join us on Thursday, May 26 from noon – 2 pm.  This 
is an informal “Play Day” set aside to just bring us all 
together to visit and share ideas.  For more  information, 
call Sandra West at 442-9042. Looking forward to seeing 
you all at Kees Park! 

ST. MARTIN’S EVENT 2011

St. Martin Church in Lecompte will present Event 
2011 beginning, Friday, June 3, with a silent auction at 7 
p.m. and a dance featuring Ronnie Bryant and Friends at 
8 p.m.  On Sunday, June 5, events will include a bar-b-que 
chicken dinner with all trimmings from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
@ $7/plate.  A live auction will begin at approximately 
12:30 p.m.  A sweet shop and plant booth will also be 
available.  Please plan to join us for this “celebration.” 
For more information contact Brian Johnson at 308.1234 
or the Church Office at 776.9480.

SEMINAR ON CHRISTIAN
HEALING PRAYER

 Jim and Christy Gootee, founders of Two Hearts 
Gospel Ministry, will offer a Christos Encounter Seminar 
on Christian Healing Prayer this summer at Maryhill, for 
those who have already completed a “Life in the Spirit 
Seminar.”  The 30-hour course is presented over three 
sessions:  June 4-5; July 16-17; and Aug. 6-7.  The course 
is designed to bring you healing and to teach you to pray 
for healing with others.  The cost of the 30-hour course is 
$300.  Overnight lodging at Maryhill is available for $35 
per night. Meals not included.  To register, go to www.
jimandchristygootee.com

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

During June, the month of marriage and weddings, 
take some time out and relive and refresh that specialness 
between you and your spouse.  Join us on a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend, Jun 10-12 at St. Joseph 
Abbey in Covington, La. and rekindle and renew 
the deep love that God wants for you.  To receive an 
information and registration brochure, call 1-800-586-
5469 or 225-752-5084 or go to on-line registration at 
www.wwmenogl.com or for more information, go to 
www.wwwme.org

CAMP SACRED HEART

Camp Sacred Heart, a Fine Arts Summer Camp, will be 
held June 20 - July 1 from 8 a.m. until  noon for students in 
1st through 8th grades. Our curriculum involves hands-on 
activities and lessons to develop skills in different areas of 
the Fine Arts; such as Art and Design, Dance and Music. 
Registration forms and additional information can be 
obtained by calling Rick Soileau at 640-8325 or Candace 
Churchman at 332-9325.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATIONS

Graduations for the three area Catholic High Schools 
are scheduled for May.  They are:

• May 15:  Holy Savior Menard Baccalaureate, 7:30 
p.m., St. Francis Xavier Cathedral

• May 16: St. Mary’s Graduation, 7 p.m., Natchitoches
• May 17: Holy Savior Menard Graduation, 7:30 p.m., 

Guinn Auditorium on Louisiana College campus, Pineville
• May 18: St. Joseph Graduation, 6 p.m., Plaucheville.

STEUBENVILLE SOUTH

Group registration is still open for Steubenville 
South scheduled for June 24-26, 2011. Group leaders 
must register online and submit all necessary forms.  

 Volunteers are still needed for all areas! Volunteers 
attend FREE but must complete all Safe Environment 
requirements. 

 Spaces are still available for anyone interested in 
participating in Service Crew activities, scheduled for 
June 21 – 26, 2011. See the website or contact our office 
for more information. 

 Steubenville South is a three day conference held 
at the Rapides Parish Coliseum, attracting groups from 
all over the region (including LA, MS, TX, TN, KS, and 
IL). Look forward to new and exciting things this year 
including new bookstore materials and even an updated 
weekend schedule.

COME & SEE EVENT
SISTERS OF ST. BENEDICT

Ferdinand, Indiana. For single, Catholic woman 
between the ages of 18 to 40. Get to know our Benedictine 
sisters, share in our community life and prayer, and meet 
other women who are considering religious life - no 
pressure, no commitment! For more information or to 
register online, visit www.thedome.org/vocations, call 
Sister Michelle Sinkhorn at 800-734-9999, or email 
vocation@thedome.org.

WASHHING THE FEET AT OL OF LOURDES, FIFTH WARD.  Father Silverino Kwebuza, A.J., pastor of OL Lourdes, Fifth Ward, 
prepares to wash the feet of 12 men during the Holy Thursday Service April 21. The Washing of the Feet of chosen men which, 
according to tradition, is performed on this day, represents the service and charity of Christ, who came ‘not to be served, but to serve.’
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May - June

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

High School Graduation
St. Mary’s School
7:00 pm
Natchitoches

Diocesan Offices Closed

High School Graduation
Holy Savior Menard
7:30 pm
CC Auditorium

Avoyelles Deanery
Meeting of DREs
6:00-7:30 pm
St. Mary’s Assumption, 
Cottonport

Prepare/Enrich
9:00 am-3:30 pm
St. Joseph Catholic Center, 
Alexandria

High School Graduation
St. Joseph School
6:00 pm
Plaucheville

Catholic Homeschooling
Group
12 noon- 2:00 pm
Kees Park, Pineville

Diaconate 
Ordination of 
Charles Ray
10:00 am
St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral, Alexandria

Cenla Nun Run
9:00 am
Cabrini PT Center

Special Collection: 
Catholic Community 
Campaign

PRAY FOR FR. J. MEDINA-CRUZ

PRAY FOR FR. C. MORGAN

PRAY FOR FR. C. OGBONNA

PRAY FOR FR. C. PARTAIN

PRAY FOR FR. E. RODRIGUEZ-HERNANDEZ

PRAY FOR FR. L. MELCHER

PRAY FOR FR. C. NAYAK

PRAY FOR FR. R. OWUAMANAM

PRAY FOR FR. T. PAUL

PRAY FOR FR. I. ST. ROMAIN

PRAY FOR FR. A. MESSINA

PRAY FOR FR. J. NELLIKUNNEL

PRAY FOR BISHOP R. HERZOG

PRAY FOR FR. G. POOKKATTU

PRAY FOR FR. C. SCOTT

PRAY FOR FR. J. MICHALCHUK

PRAY FOR FR. M. NOEL

PRAY FOR FR. J. PALATHARA

PRAY FOR FR. R. RABALAIS

PRAY FOR FR. P. SIERRA-POSADA

PRAY FOR FR. K. MICHIELS

PRAY FOR FR. K. OBIEKWE

PRAY FOR FR. B. PALLIPPARAMBIL

PRAY FOR FR. B. IBE

PRAY FOR FR. L. SKLAR

PRAY FOR FR. B. MILLER

PRAY FOR FR. J. O’BRIEN

PRAY FOR FR. J. PALLIPURATH

PRAY FOR FR. J. RETNAZIHAMONI

PRAY FOR MSGR. J. SUSI

PRAY FOR FR. J. MONTALBANO

PRAY FOR FR. J. PARDUE

PRAY FOR FR. J. ROBLES-SANCHEZ

PRAY FOR MSGR. S. TESTA

JUNE

FIRST SATURDAY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

PRAY FOR FR. D. O’CONNOR

SPECIAL COLLECTION:
Tornado Recovery

FIRST FRIDAY

Christos Encounter Seminar on 
Christian Healing Prayer -- Maryhill Renewal Center

St. Martin Church Event 2011 -- Lecompte

Vacation Bible School--OLPS, Alexandria, 8:00 am-12 noon

Women’s Cenla ACTS Retreat -- Maryhill Renewal Center

Worlwide Marriage Encounter -- Covington, LA

FATHER’S DAY

MEMORIAL DAY




