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How does a holy person become a Saint?
How many saints are there in 
the Catholic Church?

The Roman Catholic Church 
recognizes approximately 
10,0000 saints, according to the 
Roman Martyology and Orthodox 
Church traditions, but there is no 
definitive “head count.”

Who was the first Pope to 
become a Saint?

Peter was the first pope and is 
a saint. However, he was declared 
a saint by public acclaim before 
the official canonization process 
was established. That process 
was not firmly in place until the 
10th century. The first person 
to be canonized through the 
process was St. Uldaric, Bishop 
of Augsburg, who was canonized 
by Pope John XV in 993. 

How many popes have become 
Saints?

Since Jesus named Peter as 
the first pope, there have been 265 
popes total. Of those 265 popes, 
78 have been canonized.

Does that mean JPII will be 
known after May 1, 2011 as 
“Saint John Paul II?”

No. Pope John Paul II is 
being “beatified” and will be 
referred to as “Blessed John Paul 
II.”  The title “saint” will not be 
given to him until he is canonized.

What is the difference 
between beatification and 
canonization?

Canonization, the process 
the Church uses to name a saint, 
has only been used since the 10th 
century. For hundreds of years, 
starting with the first martyrs 
of the early Church, saints 
were chosen by public acclaim. 
Though this was a popular 
way to recognize saints, some 
saints’ stories were distorted by 
legend and some never existed. 
Gradually, the bishops and finally 
the Vatican took over authority 
for approving saints.

In 1983, Pope John Paul II 
made sweeping changes in the 
canonization procedure. The 
process begins after the death of 
a Catholic whom people regard 
as holy. Often, the process starts 
many years after death in order to 
bring  perspective to  the candidate. 
The local bishop investigates the 
candidate’s life and writings for 
heroic virtue (or martyrdom) 
and orthodoxy of doctrine. Then 
a panel of theologians at the 

Vatican evaluates the candidate. 
After approval by the panel and 
cardinals of the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints, the 
pope proclaims the candidate 
“venerable.”

The next step, beatification, 
requires evidence of one miracle 
(except in the case of martyrs). 
Since miracles are considered 
proof that the person is in heaven 
and can intercede for us, the 
miracle must take place after 
the candidate’s death and as a 
result of a specific petition to 
the candidate. When the pope 
proclaims the candidate beatified 
or “blessed,” the person can be 
venerated by a particular region 
or group of people with whom the 
person holds special importance.

Only after one more 
miracle will the pope canonize 
the saint (this includes martyrs 
as well). The title of saint tells 
us that the person lived a holy 
life, is in heaven, and is to be 
honored by the universal Church. 
Canonization does not “make” a 
person a saint; it recognizes what 
God has already done.

Though canonization is 

infallible and irrevocable, it takes 
a long time and a lot of effort. 
So while every person who is 
canonized is a saint, not every 
holy person has been canonized. 
You have probably known many 
“saints” in your life, and you are 
called by God to be one yourself.

When did the Church start 
honoring saints?

By the year 100 A.D., 
Christians were honoring other 
Christians who had died, and 
asking for their intercession. 
Many people think that honoring 
saints was something the Church 
set up later, but it was part 
of Christianity from the very 
beginning. As a matter of fact, 
this practice came from a long-

standing tradition in the Jewish 
faith of honoring prophets and 
holy people with shrines. The 
first saints were martyrs, people 
who had given up their lives for 
the Faith in the persecution of 
Christians.

Is keeping statues or pictures 
of saints idolatry?

Look at the pictures of your 
loved ones in your wallet or 
around your home or office. You 
carry those pictures to remind 
you of people you love, to help 
you feel that they’re close to you 
when you’re not together, or to 
share with people you meet. But 
you probably didn’t say you 

St. Peter (32-67 A.D.)
First Pope and First Saint
chosen by public acclaim

St. Stephen
First Martyr, but was not a pope

(c. 34-35 A.D.)

St. Pius X
Last pope to be named a Saint

(1903-1914)

Blessed John Paul II
First Pope to be beatified in past 

100 years  (1978-2005)

St. Uldaric, a Bishop
First saint to be canonized 

by a pope in 993 A.D.

See SAINTS, pg. 6
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EWTN TV (Eternal Word Television Network)

Join EWTN as Pope Benedict XVI presides at the Rite of Beatification for 

John Paul II from St. Pter’s Square in Rome.  EWTN news anchor Raymond 

Arroyo hosts special KIVE coverage of this historic event, as this the first time 

in more than 10 centuries that a Pope has presided over a beaitification -- the 

last step before sainthood -- of his immediate predessor.  Sunday May 1 (3 

hours).

jpiibeatus.org

Since most of us won’t be travelling to Rome to witness the beatification, 

go to www.jpiibeatus.org and enter the multimedia area to view streaming 

videos of the main events associated with the beatification, and learn more 

about the event. Also located at the website is a wealth of information about 

traveling to Rome, (for those lucky enough to go) where to stay, a schedule 

of events, maps and links to other useful websites.

www.catholictv.com

Special programming and live coverage of the  beatification will be broadcast 

on the internet at www.catholictv.com. all day on May 1. 

CNA/EWTN NEWS. The 
much-anticipated beatification 
of Pope John Paul II will take 
place on May 1, (the Sunday after 
Easter) also known as Divine 
Mercy Sunday.

John Paul II’s cause arrived 
in the current Pope’s hands for 
approval after doctors studied 
the miraculous healing of Sister 
Marie Simon Pierre Normand and 
concluded it was “scientifically 
unexplainable.” Following 
approval from theologians and 
Church officials, Pope Benedict 
promulgated the decree with his 
signature.

Speed of his cause

In what some have called 
“record time,” the Pope’s 
cause was seemingly expedited 
through the trials to prove his 
sainthood. Fr. Lombardi admitted 
that the cause for the Pope was 
“facilitated” because of his “great 
fame of sanctity.”

At Pope Benedict’s bidding, 
norms stipulating that saints’ 
causes begin five years after the 
individual’s death were waived. 
His cause, as those of others 
Popes and special cases, also 
leapfrogged others in what is 
usually a “first in, first examined” 
process.

This being the case, no 
corners were cut, the Vatican 
spokesman assured. He insisted 
that “each of the legislative steps 
of the inquiry have been fulfilled, 
they have been taken with care. 
They have not been facilitated, 
rather the cause has proceeded 
with great attention and fidelity.”

Pope John Paul II’s cause 
is extraordinary in the history of 
the Church both for the speed 
with which it was advanced to 

beatification and because it will 
be his immediate successor to 
preside over the ceremony.

The Pope’s cause was 
brought to beatification in just 
over five years, rivaling that of 
his good friend Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta for its speed.

Divine Mercy Sunday

His beatification will be 
celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI 
in St. Peter’s Square on May 1, 
the first Sunday after Easter.

As Fr. Lombardi explained, 
the choice is full of significance 

for the late-Pope, who died just 
a day before the celebration of 
Divine Mercy Sunday in 2005. 
That year, it fell on April 3.

The date changes from year-
to-year, but is always the first 
Sunday after Easter.

“For those who followed 
John Paul II’s pontificate, it 
is a special Sunday,” said Fr. 
Lombardi.

It is a “fundamental date in 
his life and his encounter with 
the Lord,” the Vatican spokesman 
said. He explained that it is 
the day the Church celebrates 
the apparition of Jesus to the 

disciples in the upper room and 
the institution of Confession.

The day was particularly 
important to the late-pontiff 
because it was the day in 
2000 that he celebrated the 
canonization of St. Faustina 
Kowalska and declared that 
the Sunday after Easter should 
henceforth be known as “Divine 
Mercy Sunday.”

Sister Faustina, known for 
promoting the Divine Mercy 
chaplet, which is prayed using 
a rosary, said that all who go 
to Confession and receive the 
Eucharist at Mass the Sunday 

World anxiously awaits beatification of Pope John Paul II in Rome on May 1
after Easter will be given full 
remission of their sins.

Divine Mercy is “absolutely 
fundamental” to the pontificate of 
John Paul II.

“It’s precisely the vision, we 
could say, of the pontificate of 
John Paul II that has this theme of 
the Divine Mercy,” Fr. Lombardi 
said.

Preparations

The staff at St. Peter’s 
Basilica is busy preparing 
for what is sure to be a grand 
occasion, drawing pilgrims from 
all over the globe. Workers are 
already cleaning the mosaics in 
the Chapel of St. Sebastian, just 
next to Michelangelo’s Pietà, 
where the soon-to-be “blessed’s” 
body will lie.

John Paul II’s body will be 
taken from the crypt below and 
set below the chapel’s altar.

Because the process came 
about so quickly after his death, 
Fr. Lombardi said that the 
body will not be exhumed for 
examination.

A marble stone bearing his 
name “Beatus Iovannes Paulus” 
will adorn the coffin.

The body will not be 
exposed, as others are in the 
basilica, “at least not for now,” 
said Fr. Lombardi.

Blessed Pope Innocent XI’s 
tomb, currently found below the 
altar in the same chapel, will be 
moved nearer the high altar of 
St. Peter’s to make room for the 
new tenant. His body will be put 
under the altar located below 
the famous mosaic rendering 
Raphael’s The Transfiguration.

The transfer will take place 
some time before the May 1 
beatification, said Fr. Lombardi. 
He said that other logistical 
details have yet to be decided for 
the celebration.

During his audience with 
Cardinal Amato, Pope Benedict 
also approved two miracles 
attributed to other figures, 
recognized the martyrdom of five 
religious sisters from Bosnia/
Herzogovina, and certified that 
“heroic virtue” was found in the 
lives of five other candidates for 
sainthood.

Live Coverage

Beatification to be on Divine Mercy Sunday
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chal Mystery. One of the difficul-
ties we face when we experience 
celebrations that have their roots in 
history, such as Christmas and Eas-
ter, we tend to approach them as 
though we were replaying the tape 
of history, re-enacting in some way 
these momentous events. To some 
degree there is some truth to that, 
but in our Liturgy we do not just 
look backward. The meaning and 
effects of those historical events 
are made present and real to us as 
we celebrate them. They are real 
for us. They are more than memo-
ries of the great events of salvation; 
they allow us to be a part of them 
sacramentally.

It is natural to think of the lit-
urgy on Holy Thursday as center-
ing on the last supper as an event 
in the life of Jesus; Good Friday 
allows us to better appreciate his 
death on the cross; the Easter Vigil 
and Easter itself presents his victo-
rious conquering of sin and death. 
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Just as the calendar year fol-
lows a consistent cycle through its 
twelve months, the Church also 
follows an annual cycle of seasons. 
Most are familiar with the four ma-
jor seasons (Advent, Christmas, 
Lent and Easter) as well as the 
large segment of the year that is 
called Ordinary Time (weeks that 
are numbered or ‘ordered’). How-
ever, I wonder how many may not 
be as aware of the shortest season, 
one that is only three-days long.

The season known as the Sa-
cred Triduum serves as the link 
connecting the season of Lent to 
the season of Easter. It is, quite lit-
erally, three days long. The Latin 
word ‘Triduum’ has a very inter-
esting connotation. It is not three 
days in the sense of one following 
another; but rather it designates a 
continuous time encompassing 
three days as a unit, a duration. 
Lent officially concludes before 
the Solemn Celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. 
This marks the beginning of the 
Triduum which concludes with 
Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday.

Even though this special sea-
son is very brief, its liturgies are the 
most expressive of the entire year 
and each offers us a vision of the 
mystery of the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, often called the Pas-

Even the titles of the celebrations 
point us in that direction. However, 
there is another and more encom-
passing aspect that invites to look 
deeper. That is where the signifi-
cance of the word ‘Triduum’ leads 
us.

Throughout this entire three 
day period and in unique ways 
during the major liturgical celebra-
tions we encounter both death and 
resurrection. This takes place si-
multaneously, not as a sequence of 
events happening one after another. 
Let me illustrate how each invites 
us to celebrate ‘life in the midst of 
death’ as one theologian expressed 
it. The Liturgy of Holy Thursday 
certainly gives us life in the gift of 
the Eucharist itself, but the Gospel 
for that day, and the optional rite of 
the Washing of the Feet, involve a 
sense of dying, accepting the role 
of servant or slave. There is no 
question about the death compo-
nent in the Liturgy of Good Friday 

but there is also a subtle reminder 
of life and victory because the Pas-
sion of John is always used and the 
unique insight this author offers, 
one not found in the other Gospels, 
is that even during his passion and 
death, Jesus is still the master, one 
who ultimately gives his assent to 
the events leading to his death.

Finally, at the Easter Vigil 
which begins in darkness reminds 
us of death and sin, but the gradual 
expanding presence of light, vis-
ibly made present with the lighting 
candles, leads us into light and life. 
This reality is future experienced 
in the Sacraments of Initiation in 
which the Elect enter into the life-
giving sacraments of the Church. 
They die to sin and rise to new life!

Easter Day completes this 
unique experience. Without doubt 
the primary mood is joy and excite-
ment in the Risen Lord but we are 
still asked to call to mind our own 
baptismal experience of dying and 
rising by renewing our baptismal 
promises, renouncing sin in order 
to live the new life that is eternal.

I hope you can find time to 
join your church family for this 
short but extraordinarily power-
ful three-day season of the Church 
year.

Have a blessing-filled Tridu-
um and a most Blessed Easter!

Easter is inextricably linked 
with joy.  Joy is the end, the other 
side of Easter.  The Passion and 
death of Jesus were the means.  
From the beginning, joy is what 
we sought but anxiety led down 
the wrong path.  The one thing 
that makes us feel anxious is 
lack of control.  Anxiety leads to 
doubt, doubt to fear.  We make 
rash decisions.  In a way, this is 
the root of the sin of Adam and 
Eve.  Owing to the temptation of 
Satan, they doubted God.  Fear 
set in and the Garden of Eden 
was an anxious place.  It was 
then they took matters into their 
own hands, committed the sin of 
pride and declared that they alone 
could determine what was good 
and evil.

John the Baptist knew the 
purpose of Jesus’ mission as 
he “leaped for joy” at the very 

Easter is the season of Joy!

sound of the voice of Mary (Lk 
1:44), and later, upon hearing the 
voice of Jesus stated, “my joy is 
now complete” (Jn 3:29).  This 
mission reached its apex in the 
Garden of Gethsemane where 
Jesus took on all of our doubt, 
fear, and anxiety.  The difference 
in this garden is that although 
fraught with anxiety and sweating 
blood, Jesus, the new Adam, was 
confident and knew the joy that 
would follow by doing the will of 
the Father.

We know that Easter is an 

occasion for joy and reflection 
upon the mysteries of the 
Passion, Death, Resurrection and 
Ascension of Jesus.  Our liturgy 
provides a compact reminder of 
Easter at every Mass when we 
pray the Our Father, and humbly 
ask God to “keep us free from sin 
and protect us from all anxiety 
as we wait in joyful hope for 
the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.”

Rejoice! “We are the Easter 
people and hallelujah is our 
song!” – John Paul II.
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Schedule of Holy Week Services, Easter Vigils
CENTRAL DEANERY

Holy Thursday, April 21

• St. Rita Church, Alexandria
5:30 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:00 pm   Adoration until 12 midnight

 • OL of Prompt Succor, Alexandria                       
7:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:00 pm-midnight    Solemn Adoration 

• St. Juliana & St. James, Alexandria                       
7:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until midnight

• Sts. Francis & Anne, Kolin                       
7:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration until 12 midnight

• Mary Mother of Jesus, Woodworth                       
7:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pineville                       
6pm-HolyThursday Mass/parish meal

• St. Michaels Church, Leesville                       
6:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• St. Joseph Church, Colfax                       
6:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• St. John the Baptist Church, Deville                       
7:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Winnfield                       
6:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

• St. Louis Church, Glenmora                      
6:00 pm   Holy Thursday Service

Good Friday, April 22

• St. Rita Church, Alexandria
12:05 pm   Way of the Cross
5:30 pm--Passion, Veneration, Communion

 • OL of Prompt Succor, Alexandria                       
3:00 pm   Lord’s Passion /Veneration
6:00 pm   Stations of the Cross

• St. Juliana & St. James, Alexandria                       
3:00 pm   Good Friday Service

• Sts. Francis & Anne, Kolin
8 am – 2 pm   Adoration
3 pm- Good Friday Service/Stations

• Mary Mother of Jesus, Woodworth                       
3:00 pm   Good Friday Service

• Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pineville                       
6:00 pm   Good Friday Service

• St. Michaels Church, Leesville                       
12:00 pm   Good Friday Service
6:00 pm   Veneration of the Cross

• St. Patrick Mission, Montgomery                       
3:00 pm   Good Friday Service

• St. John the Baptist Church, Deville                       
3:00 pm    Good Friday Service

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Winnfield                       
3:00 pm   Good Friday Service

• St. Louis Church, Glenmora                      
3:30 pm   Good Friday Service; 
Liturgy of Word, Veneration of Cross, 
Holy Communion, Stations

Holy Saturday, April 23

• St. Rita Church, Alexandria
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• OL of Prompt Succor, Alexandria                       
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• St. Juliana & St. James, Alexandria                       
8 pm -Easter Vigil

• Sts. Francis & Anne, Kolin
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• Mary Mother of Jesus, Woodworth                       
8:15 pm   Easter Vigil

• Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pineville                       
8:06 pm   Easter Vigil and reception

• St. Michael Church, Leesville                       
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• St. Joseph Church, Colfax                       
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• St. John the Baptist Church, Deville                       
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Winnfield                       
9:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• St. Peter Mission, Elmer                      
8:15 pm   Easter Vigil 

Easter Masses, Sunday, April 24      

• St. Patrick Mission, Montgomery                      
9:00 am

• St. John the Baptist Church, Deville                       
7:30 am

• St. Winifred Mission Church, Effie                       
9:00 am

• St. John the Baptist Mission, Moncla                       
10:15 am

• St Louis Church, Glenmora 8:30 am

• St. Jude Mission, Seiper, 10:30 am

AVOYELLES DEANERY             

Holy Thursday, April 21

• St. Joseph Church, Marksville
6:00 pm   Mass of Lord’s Supper
7:00 pm   Adoration until 12 midnight

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth Ward
6:00 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7-10 pm   Washing of the Feet 

• St. Martin of Tours, Belledeau
6:00 pm   Washing of the Feet

• Christ the King Church, Simmesport
6:00 pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, April 22

• St. Joseph Church, Marksville
3:00 pm   The Lord’s Passion
6:00 pm   Stations of the Cross

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth Ward
3:00 pm   The Passion of Christ

• St. Martin of Tours, Belledeau
3:00 pm   The Passion of Christ

• Christ the King Church, Simmesport
3:00 pm   Good Friday Service

Holy Saturday, April 23

• St. Joseph Church, Marksville
2-4:00 pm   Reconciliation
8:15 pm   Easter Vigil

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth Ward
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• St. Martin of Tours, Belledeau
8:00 pm   Easter Vigil

• Christ the King Church, Simmesport
8:00 pm    Easter Vigil

Easter Masses, Sunday, April 24

• Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth Ward                       
6:00 am Sunrise Mass; 7:30 am 
Mass in the Church

• St. Martin of Tours, Belledeau                       
9:00 am

NATCHITOCHES DEANERY

Holy Thursday, April 21

• St. John the Baptist, Cloutierville
6:30 pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, April 22

• St. John the Baptist, Cloutierville
3:00 pm   Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 23

• St. John the Baptist, Cloutierville
8:30 pm            Easter Vigil

EASTERN DEANERY

Holy Thursday, April 21

• St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph
6:00 pm    Lord’s Supper Mass
Adoration until 9:30 pm

Good Friday, April 22

• St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph
6:00 pm - Good Friday Service (after 
Stations of the Cross)

• St. Francis of Assisi, Waterproof
12:00 noon       Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 23

• St. Joseph Church, St. Joseph
8:30 pm            Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, April 24

• St. Francis of Assisi, Waterproof
8:00 am

SUNRISE MASSES 

Easter Sunday, April 24

6:00 am   Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth 
Ward, in the Calvary Garden. If it 
rains, it will be in the church.

7:00 am   Holy Rosary Mission, 
Emmanuel. Bring a lawn chair. If it 
rains, it will be cancelled. 

Check diocesan website: www.
diocesealex.org for last minute 
changes to the Easter Sunrise 
Services or any last minute services.

DIVINE MERCY SERVICES

Sunday, May 1

• St. Augustine, Isle Brevelle
2:30   Rosary & Confession
3:00 pm	 Divine Mercy & Benediction
		
• OL of Prompt Succor, Alexandria
2:00 pm   Confession (5 priests)
3:00	  Divine Mercy

• Mater Dolorosa, Plaucheville
3:00 pm	 Divine Mercy

• St. Joseph, Colfax
3:00 pm	 Divine Mercy & Benediction
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worshipped them. Those are 
some of the same reasons we 
have statues and pictures of 
saints. Seeing a statue of Saint 
Therese of Lisieux who lost her 
mother when she was a child 
might make us feel less alone 
when we are grieving. A picture 
of Saint Francis of Assisi might 
remind us of how much he loved 
God’s creation and make us more 
aware of our environment. 

Why do Catholics pray to 
saints?

We pray with saints, not 
to them. Have you ever asked 
anyone to pray for you when you 
were having a hard time? Why 
did you choose to ask that person? 
You may have chosen someone 
you could trust, or someone who 
understood your problem, or 
someone who was close to God. 
Those are all reasons we ask saints 
to pray for us in times of trouble. 
Since saints led holy lives and are 

close to God in heaven, we feel 
that their prayers are particularly 
effective. Often we ask particular 
saints to pray for us if we feel 
they have a particular interest in 
our problem. 

What is a patron saint?

Patron saints are chosen as 
special protectors or guardians 
over areas of life. These areas can 
include occupations, illnesses, 
churches, countries, causes -- 
anything that is important to us. 

The earliest records show that 
people and churches were named 
after apostles and martyrs as early 
as the fourth century. Recently, 
the popes have named patron 
saints but patrons can be chosen 
by other individuals or groups 
as well. Patron saints are often 
chosen today because an interest, 
talent, or event in their lives 
overlaps with the special area. 
For example, Francis of Assisi 
loved nature and so he is patron 
of ecologists. Francis de Sales 
was a writer and so he is patron 

of journalists and writers. Clare 
of Assisi was named patron of 
television because one Christmas 
when she was too ill to leave her 
bed she saw and heard Christmas 
Mass -- even though it was taking 
place miles away. Angels can 
also be named as patron saints.A 
patron saint can help us when 
we follow the example of that 
saint’s life and when we ask for 
that saint’s intercessory prayers 
to God.

Source:  www.catholiconline.
org/saints

Continued from page 2

Saints 

Local group makes pilgrimage to see Medjugorje visionary
By Kathie Duggan, host of

Radio Maria’s Sacred Treasures

A group of 17 pilgrims 
from Alexandria boarded a bus 
March 21 for a three-day Lenten 
pilgrimage to Caritas, Ala.

Marija Pavlovic-Lunetti, 
one of the seven visionaries from 
Medjugorje, was in Caritas during 
that time.  She has returned to 
Caritas several times since 1989 
when she gave her kidney to her 
brother Andre in Birmingham.

During her visit to Caritas, 
she was expected to receive 
her monthly message from Our 
Blessed Mother, which she 
alledgedly did.  The pilgrims from 
Alexandria were present when 
Marija had the apparition.

Mass at EWTN,  praying the 
Rosary, devotions and friendship 
added to the experience of the trip. 
Pilgrims of all ages took part in the 
journey with each bringing prayer 
intentions for themselves and 
others to grow in grace.  

“I wanted to go on this 
trip because Marija was there,” 
said Levi Thompson, from 
Natchitoches. “I wanted to say 
thank you to Mary for always 
being with me through my 80 
years of life. 

Thompson said his love for  
the Blessed Mother began as a 
child in Waterproof, La. He said he 
remembers the beautiful statue of 
her in his Church and always knew 
that she was with him.   

“I learned about the 
apparitions in Medjugorje when 
they first started (in 1981) and I 
always wanted to stay informed,” 
he said. “I never had the 
opportunity to visit Medjugorje, 
so when I found out that one of the 
visionaries would be in Alabama, I 
wanted to go.” 

When Joy Weiskopf 
evacuated from St. Bernard Parish 
after Katrina and then lost her 
husband a short time after she 
moved to Alexandria, she was 
forced to make new friends and 

find a new place of prayer.  She 
loved the devotions in her former 
parish church, especially those to 
the Blessed Mother. She always 
wanted to go to Medjugorje, 
but since she was afraid to fly, a 
pilgrimage to Medjugorje was out 

of the question for years.   
Her daughter recently 

suggested  that  she needed to go 
on a trip this Lent even  before she 
knew about the pilgrimage.  

“I told my daughter I didn’t 
know anyone well enough to go on 

a Lenten trip,” she said. “But then 
I found out that two of my new 
friends were part of the pilgrimage 
going to Caritas. I felt that Our 
Blessed Mother was calling me to a 
few days of ‘spiritual enrichment’.   

Joy had been to EWTN and 
was delighted to go back.  “I was 
amazed to see so many people, 
especially men, kneeling to pray 
the Rosary in the field” (where 
Mary appeared to Marija). For 
Joy, it was a special time of 
thanksgiving to Mary for her 
prayers during the recent time her 
granddaughter had been in a coma 
after a bad car accident.

Anna Galea, 17-year-old 
high school junior from Boyce,  
summed up her love of Mary and 
pilgrimage experiences  from the 
following song lyrics she shared 
on her journey:   “I am watching 
over you from the stars.  Don’t be 
scared, and I know exactly where 
you are.  There’s a piece of me 
that’s burning in your heart, even 
death can never tear us apart.”   

 

LENTEN PILGRIMAGE. A group of pilgrims from around the Diocese of 
Alexandria went on a three-day trip to Caritas, Ala., where Marija Pavlovic-
Lunetti, one of the seven visionaries from Medjugorje. The trip also included 
participating in a Mass at EWTN.
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Donations in March

Mr. & Mrs. James Flynn................................................................... $25.00
	 Virgie Mary Deville Aymond Burse
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Couvillion.............................................................. $50.00
	 Father Ken Roy Burse
Ms. Wanda Brumley......................................................................... $50.00
	 Father James Foster Burse
Dr. Joseph Landreneau.................................................................. $100.00
	 Msgr. Henry Beckers Burse
Mr. & Mrs. Mathew F. Lohman....................................................... $100.00
	 Father Bruce Miller Burse
Roderick Broussard....................................................................... $100.00
	 Msgr. Milburn Broussard Burse
Mrs. Kathleen Voltz........................................................................ $100.00
	 Gus Voltz Burse 

Total this month.............................................................................. $525.00

BursesBurses

It was 1979. Bruce Jenner 
had won the gold medal almost 
three years earlier, and now he 
had everyone running. He smiled 
for the Wheaties cereal box and 
promoted the concept of jog-a-
thons as a fundraiser idea. I was 
the class treasurer that year. 
Junior prom was two years away, 
and the fundraiser sounded like a 
good way to generate some cash 
so we would be able to put on a 
prom for the seniors that would 
really wow them.

So, we sent away for a jog-
a-thon kit and passed out forms. 
The whole class was going 
to participate, and we begged 
family and friends to pledge a 
couple of bucks for every mile we 
successfully completed. Our class 
moderator, Mr. Canterbury, set 
aside a three-mile route through 
our home town and marked off 
the area with orange cones. The 
traffic was diverted in order to 
keep the runners safe. Sixty kids 
showed up in shorts and tennis 
shoes, ready to run, jog or walk. 
Three miles into it, I was done.

Some managed to run five 
or ten miles, repeating the three-
mile route over and over again.

Darrin Ripley decided it 
was a good day to run his first 
marathon. We were in awe of him.

The folks who had made 
a per-mile pledge were not as 
thrilled with Darrin. Five dollars 
per mile adds up, especially when 
a freshman boy is trying to prove 
something to a bunch of freshmen 

girls – or maybe just trying to 
prove something to himself. 

On Monday morning, the 
students turned in their earnings. 
I counted out the money. Darrin’s 
supporters had paid up. They 
probably swallowed hard as they 
did it, but Iowans know how to 
keep a promise.

I think it must be like that 
for some parents when their son 
or daughter discerns a call to 
religious life. The promise to 
raise one’s children in the faith 
suddenly has a higher price than 
expected. 

Some parents probably 
swallow hard as they dig deeply 
into their souls and promise to 
give their full support to a child 
who has discerned a call to the 
priesthood or religious life.

The people who made 
good on their promise to pay 
had something to do with it. No 
matter how much we ran that day, 
we needed the support of those 
who signed our pledge cards.

And there’s a lesson in that as 
well. The faithful pray that God 
will send Mother Church more 
vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life. We make a pledge 
to support them, encourage them, 
and respect them for giving 
themselves so fully to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Moms and Dads, it’s time to 
encourage our children to follow 
God completely, even if the price 
is high. Even if the marathon 
ends with the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders.

It’s time for the faithful to 
sign their pledge cards and give 
their support. We do this when we 
remember to pray for vocations 
and when we make good on our 
promise to hold our religious up 
through prayer. We do this when 
we make good on our promise to 
respect them as one standing in 
the place of Our Lord. In persona 
Christi.

We aren’t investing in a junior 
prom. We are investing in the 
future of Mother Church. We are 
doing all that we can to make sure 
the Mass is celebrated throughout 
the world and that the laity has 
access to the Sacramental life.

This is the eternal celebration. 
And it is worth every sacrifice.

Support for vocations greatest
investment in future of Church

CLERGY DAY.  Alexandria diocesan priests attended Clergy Day held April 
5 at Maryhill as part of their semi-annual continuing education. Christina and 
Christian Mert (pictured above) and Mandi Chapman and Holly Carbo talked 
about marriage preparation programs available to the parishes.

Catholic By Grace

-- Denise Bossert
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Wedding
School Photos
All occasions

Anniversary
Landscapes

Insurance claim photos
General Photography

Packages to fit all budgets. Will accommodate indoor and 
outdoor locations. Call for an appointment at 888-231-1544 

or locally at 318-201-4251. 
Wedding planner services available.

NUGENT
PHOTOGRAPHY

DIOCESAN SERVICE COMMITTEE of the CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL HOSTS ANNUAL DAY OF RENEWAL. The Diocesan Service Committee of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
of the Diocese of Alexandria hosted their annual Day of Renewal at St. Joseph Catholic church hall in Colfax, LA on Saturday, Feb. 19. The theme for the Day of Renewal was “Now is the Acceptable 
Time! Now is the Day of Salvation!” Guest speakers were Johnny Bertucci and his wife Leslie; and Aggie Neck and Fr. Harold Imamshah, pastor of St. Joseph Church.  The day’s event began with 
Praise and Worship and ended with a Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church.  Everyone enjoyed the day and was blessed by the talks and fellowship.   

Diocese contributes 
$16,000 to religious 
retirement fund

The Diocese of Alexandria 
collected $16,006.20 in 
December, 2010 for the national 
collection for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious, -- a $4,000 
increase over 2009.

According to Sister Janice 
Bader, CPPS, executive director 
of the National Religious 
Retirement Office,  the December 
contribution brings the total 
contributions from the Diocese of 
Alexandria for all of the years of 
the collection to $322,730.74.

“Your generosity surely 
helps religious address the many 
challenges religious face as they 
age,” said Sister Bader in a letter 
to the diocese. “Even as they age, 
their commitment to the ministry 
of their community, their prayer 
and spiritual life are vibrant 
testimony to the faithfulness they 
promised so many years ago.”

“Your support of the 
Retirement Fund for Religious 
coordinator, pastors, parish 
priests and deacons are essential 
to the fund’s continued success.  
We are most grateful for all you 
do and you can surely rely on the 
prayers of the more than 34,000 
religious now over age 70 and 
the ever increasing numbers of 
religious who will be retiring 
very soon.”

The 2010 collection was 
the 23rd Appeal of the National 
Religious Retirement Office. 
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The Knights and Ladies of 
St. Peter Claver Council and 
Court #268 of St. Juliana Catholic 
Church celebrated their 25th 
Anniversary Jan. 16 with the 
theme “Celebrating a Spiritual 
Legacy of Love, Unity, Hope, 
Friendship and Christian Charity.”

The celebration began 
with a Mass by Fr. Remigius 
Owuamanam, pastor, who 

delivered a spirit-filled message 
reflecting the theme.  The Love 
Choir, under the direction of 
Grand Knight Paul Desselle Jr., 
rendered beautiful songs.

After Mass, everyone, 
including family, friends and 
guests, gathered in the activity 
building for a luncheon. Mistress 
of Ceremony, Lady Sylvia 
Martin, graciously welcomed and 

thanked everyone for sharing in 
the momentous celebration.  Lady 
Diane Rosemore recognized 
special guests and District V 
President, Debra Bridges.

“The St. Juliana Council and 
Court have grown and enjoyed 
much success these past 25 years 
by our support of the Church, the 
youth, and the community,” said 
Lady Martin. “We proudly lay 

claim to our theme, ‘Celebrating 
a Spiritual Legacy of Love, Unity, 
Hope, Friendship and Christian 
Charity.’ “

Each 25-year member was 
presented with a certificate, 
a pin, and a memento. Lady 
Betty LaCour also conducted a 
special candlelight ceremony in 
remembrance of the deceased 
members of the group. 

Knights, Ladies of Peter Claver celebrate 25th anniversary
The Knights of Peter Claver 

Council #268 was organized 
in August 1968 by the late Sir 
Knight Henry LaCour Sr with 
Willie Davis as Grand Knight.  
Six months later, Lady Betty 
LaCour organized the Ladies 
Auxiliary and Vivian Davis 
served as Grand Lady.  The 
Juniors were organized later.

KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF PETER CLAVER COUNCIL #268.  Betty LaCour and her son, Henry LaCour Jr. were recognized at the 25th anniversary celebration of the Knights and Ladies of St. Peter 
Claver Council #268, held Jan. 16 at St. Juliana Catholic Church in Alexandria  Mrs. LaCour’s husband, Henry started the Knights of Peter Claver Council #268 in 1968 and six months later she started 
the Ladies Auxiliary.

During the renovation of
 

St. James Church  

all weekday and weekend 

Masses will be hed at: 
St. Juliana Church
900 Daspit Street
Alexandria, LA

Mass Schedule is:
8 am on Wednesdays

5:30 pm on Fridays with
Stations of the Cross after Mass

4:30 pm  Saturday Vigil
8 am Sundays

12 noon Sundays

Effective through April
or until further notice

For more information call
318-487-9512



Seminarian Education:

A priest is a powerful symbol of the Lord’s Resurrection.  

He is someone who is set apart and called by Christ to 

represent Him.  He is the past, present and future of 

our Church.  For this reason, the diocese provides an 

opportunity for an exemplary spiritual and educational 

formation for seminarians.  The seminary process helps 

each seminarian grow in the areas of human, intellectual, 

spiritual and pastoral formation to minister as a priest. 

Supporting the Tribunal Office:

The Tribunal is a silent service. Because of its very private 

nature, publicity is not given to the marriage cases or the 

other cases that can come before the Tribunal. Yet, what 

is not seen is a real ministry of justice that brings healing 

and freedom from the burdens of the past and a fresh, 

new experience of God’s abundant and merciful love.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
	
	This past year was a landmark year for 

the Diocese of Alexandria.  We celebrated 
our 100th anniversary as a diocese.  The 
celebrations in the different areas of the diocese 
afforded me the opportunity to visit you, the 
Catholic faithful, and experience how alive our 
faith is and know the next 100 years will be 
fruitful! 

	
	“Go and Make Disciples” continues to 

be the theme for the 2011 Annual Diocesan 
Appeal.   Each of us is called by our baptism to participate in 
this Great Commission given to us by Jesus.  How do we answer 
His challenge?  We do it individually and collectively – by living 
an exemplary, faith filled life and giving of our time, gifts and 
resources.  

	
	 As members of the Catholic faithful of the diocese 
I thank you for your support of previous Annual Diocesan 

Appeals and invite your participation in this year’s Appeal.  Last 
year the ADA reached a milestone: the gifts surpassed the $700,000 
mark!  The economic conditions made it difficult for many people 
and I appreciate the sacrifices so many have made in such difficult 
times. Due to the hard work of many pastors in reaching this new 
goal, we will be able to reduce diocesan assessments for churches 
now paying more than 5% by an additional 1% beginning with 
the next fiscal year. This will be a challenge to our diocesan budget, 
but it is in keeping with my desire to reduce financial burdens to 
our parishes.

	
	 The ADA is necessary to fund many essential ministries 

and programs of the Diocese of Alexandria. This brochure 
highlights some of the ways your gift will support the mission 
of forming and educating Catholics, promoting the dignity of 
life, strengthening families, and providing an education for our 
seminarians.  

	 Thank you for prayerfully discerning your response to the 
2011 Annual Diocesan Appeal as we become,

One in the Lord,

Most Reverend Ronald P. Herzog
Bishop of Alexandria



Supporting the Office of Religious 

Formation and Training:

From birth to death, the Church seeks to build a 

community of life that values each person. A community 

that speaks for those whose voices can’t be heard. Your 

gifts to the Annual Appeal allow the Diocese to support 

the programs and ministries that build up this community 

of Life. Through the Office of Religious Formation and 

Training we can create a community that makes Christ’s 

call to discipleship a reality.  

Supporting Evangelization:

The printed version of the Church Today reaches almost 

15,000 households in the Diocese of Alexandria, at 

no cost to the laity or parish, and has the potential to 

reach thousands more through the diocesan website. By 

accessing the diocesan website at www.diocesealex.org, 

anyone from anywhere around the world can learn more 

about our diocese and the services and events we offer.  

There are over 23,000 visitors to our website yearly that 

visit approximately 187,000 pages.  Our presence on 

Facebook serves as a daily reminder of diocesan events and 

spiritual reflections.  The television program, Proclaim, is 

viewed by 18,000 households Monday through Friday.







April 18, 2011Page 16

Virtus 
Training 
Tuesday, May 3

6:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Church

Marksville

To register, 
go to www.virtus.com

Lay Associates of CDP meet in San Antonio, TX
A local group of Lay 

Associates of the Sisters of 
Divine Providence met March 26 
in San Antonio, Texas for the first 
annual Convocation.

Lay Associates of the CDP 
is an organization of lay people 
who have a desire to deepen their 
spiritual life and are interested in 
the works and ministries of the 
Sisters of Divine Providence. The 
chapters are located all over the 
world and are open to both men 
and women.

The day in San Antonio 
began with a welcome and prayer 
by Sister Lucille Ann, director of 
the associate program, followed 
by a Power Point presentation by 
Sister Diane Heinrich pinpointing 
all the places around the world 
where the Sisters of Providence 
share their ministries.

“We were amazed that 
Sisters of Divine Providence are 
Everywhere in the world!” said 
Sister Margaret Verzwyvelt of 
Alexandria.

Sister Lucille Ann also 
highlighted the many places 
where other CDP Associates 
are located and talked about the 
scope of the organization.

“CDP Associates share their 
life and love with the people in 
their neighborhoods and deepen 
their own spiritual life by relying 
on Divine Providence for all of 
their needs,” said Sister Lucille 
Ann.  

“Associates also share in the 
daily prayers and works of the 
Sisters, attend monthly meetings 
where they learn more about 
being a person of Providence 
and the Spirit of Abandonment 
to Divine Providence given to the 

Sisters by their founder, Father 
John Martin Moye.”

The Associates enjoyed 
visiting with the Sisters in the 

LOUISIANA LAY ASSOCIATES OF SISTERS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE who attended the first annual CDP 
Convocation March 26 in San Antonio are (front row_ Audry Crews, Kathy Meric, Viola Daniels, Jackie Wilson and Julia 
Crews. Second row: Gloria Jones, Patsy Fisher, Mary Sills, and Connie Poole.  Third row: Bernadette Ponton, Marilyn 
McGraw, and Joan Lanius. Not pictured, but who also attended, are Tommy Roque and Sister Margaret Verzwyvelt. 

convent, sharing the noon meal, 
and going on a guided tour of the 
convent complex.  The Heritiage 
Room was a special treat as it 

depicted the evolvement of the 
history of the Sisters in Texas.

The day closed with a 
Mass in Sacred Heart Chapel 
with Father Bernard Gully, an 
associate, officiating.

During the Mass, Viola 
Daniels and Julia Crews were 
given the Associate Pin and 
officially became Associates of 
Divine Providence.  

The day ended with dinner 
in the Convent Dining Room and 
visits to the Gift Shop, Our Lady 
of the Lake University, and the 
Peace Garden.  

For more information 
about being a CDP Associate, 
contact Sister Margaret at 
318 487-9331 or go to www.
d iv inep rov idenceweb .o rg /
associates/associate-journey.php
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Why do we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday?
On the Second Sunday of 

Easter of the Jubilee Year 2000, at 
the Mass for the canonization of 
St. Faustina Kowalska, Pope John 
Paul II proclaimed to the world 
that “from now on throughout the 
Church this Sunday will be called 
Divine Mercy Sunday.”

Who was St. Faustina and 
why do we celebrate Divine 
Mercy Sunday? 

The story of St. Faustina 
Kowalska reveals the inspiration 
behind the Divine Mercy 
devotion. 

Helena Kowalska was born 
in Poland on August 25, 1905. 
She was the third child of a devout 
Catholic family. As a small child 
she reported seeing bright lights 
during her night prayers. At age 
16 she went to work as a servant 
in a neighboring city. She soon 
resigned after a fainting spell, 
even though a doctor said she was 
healthy.

Helena told her parents that 
she wanted to enter religious life 
but failed to obtain her father’s 
permission because he felt she 
was too young. She took another 
post as a servant and made friends 
with a circle of young women. At 
a dance, she experienced a vision 
of Christ suffering that touched 
her conscience and revived her 
desire to be a nun. She soon left 
her job and sought entrance in a 
religious congregation.

In 1925, she entered the 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy, taking the 
name Faustina. She served as a 
cook, gardener and doorkeeper 
in Krakow and several other 
community convents. The sisters 
liked her but did not appreciate 

or understand her deep interior 
life, which included visions and 
prophecies. On February 22, 

1931, Sister Faustina experienced 
a new and life-changing vision 
of Christ. She saw him wearing 

a white robe and raising his right 
hand in blessing with his left 
hand resting on his heart from 
which flowed two rays of light. 
Jesus told her, “Paint an image 
according to the pattern you see, 
with the prayer, Jesus, I trust in 
you.”

Faustina could not paint, 
and struggled to convince her 
incredulous sisters about the 
truth of her vision. Ultimately she 
persuaded her spiritual director, 
Father Michael Sopocko, that the 
vision was real. He found an artist 
to create the painting that was 
named The Divine Mercy and 

IMAGE SHOWS ST. FAUSTINA, JESUS THE DIVINE MERCY. Polish Sister 
St. Faustina Kowalska is depicted with an image of Jesus Christ the Divine 
Mercy. Pope John Paul II will be beatified May 1, Divine Mercy Sunday, a 
feast that held special significance to the Polish pontiff. He wrote his second 
encyclical on God’s mercy, he canonized St. Faustina and his death on April 
2, 2005, came an hour and a half after cardinals and priests began celebrating 
the Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday at his bedside. (CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec)

shown to the world for the first 
time on April 28, 1935.

Father Sopocko advised 
Sister Faustina to record her 
visions in a diary. At one point 
she wrote that “Jesus said I was 
his secretary and an apostle of his 
divine mercy.” She devoted the 
rest of her life to spreading the 
message of divine mercy and the 
growth of popular devotion to it. 
Her mystical writings have been 
translated into many languages. 
She died of tuberculosis at age 
33. Pope John Paul II canonized 
her on April 30, 2000.

Source:americancatholic.org

How to Pray the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

The chaplet is said using a rosary.

Begin by making the sign of the cross while holding the crucifix. 
Then pray (1 Our Father), (1 Hail Mary) and (1 Apostle’s Creed).

On the large beads recite the following: 
V. Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
R. In atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.

On the small beads recite the following: 
V. For the sake of His sorrowful Passion 
R. Have mercy on us and on the whole world.

In conclusion say this prayer three times: 
V. Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One 
R. Have mercy on us and on the whole world.

End this prayer by making the sign of the cross
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$19.95*
OIL CHANGE

FREE 23 POINT INSPECTION
Stop by M&M Service Department today!

We service all makes and models.
Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5:00 pm

*up to 5 quarts

CARLOW CHOIR IN CONCERT.  The Carlow Choir, under the direction of John De Chiaro, performed a concert April 
3 at St. Joseph Church in Marksville.  The Choir will also present Carlow Frolicks, a dinner and theatre on Saturday, 
May 7 at 6 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church in Pineville. Group members of the choir and soloists will provide 
entertainment while a dinner is served.  Tickets are $15 and can be purchased by called Sandy at 318-419-8791.

Jim and Christy Gootee, 
founders of Two Hearts Gospel 
Ministry, will offer a “Christos 
Encounter Seminar on Christian 
Healing Prayer” this summer at 
Maryhill, for those who have 
already completed a Life in the 
Spirit seminar.

The 30-hour course is 
presented over three sessions: 
June 4- 5; July 16-17; and Aug. 
6-7

The hours are 9 a.m - 5 p.m. 
each day (Saturday and Sunday) 
with prayer workshops on 
Saturday evening.

The course is designed to 
bring you healing and to teach 
you to pray for healing with 
others. The cost of the 30-hour 
course is $300. Overnight lodging 
at Maryhill is available for $35 
per night. Meals not included.

The deadline to register is 
May 30.  To register, go to www.
jimandchristygootee.com.

Some of the topics covered 
include Healing and Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, Healing in the 
Womb, Healing Mother and 
Father Relationships, Sexuality 

Two Hearts Ministry to 
offer courses in healing

CALLED TO MINISTRY OF 
HEALING.  Jim and Christy Gootee, 
founders of Two Hearts Gospel 
Ministry, offer various seminars on 
the ministry of healing prayer.  It is 
a ministry they have been involved in 
together for almost 30 years.

and Healing, Intergenerational 
Healing, Healing of Emotions, 
Healing Codependent Behavior, 
and Rules for Discernment.
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Tamp & Grind Coffee to host 
fundraiser for Manna House

FUNDRAISER FOR MANNA HOUSE. Tamp & Grind, a coffeehouse located at 828 4th Street in Alexandria will host 
a fundraiser for Manna House on May 6 at 6:30 p.m.  Come join good food, coffee, and good music by local musicians 
and support Manna House.  (Photo by Charles Ward)

Tamp & Grind, a downtown 
coffeehouse, located at 828 
Fourth Street and Desoto Sts in 
downtown Alexandria, will host 
a fundraiser for Manna House on 
Friday, May 6 from 6:30 p.m. – 
9:30 p.m. 

The Spirits (Restaurant) 
Food Truck will be on hand 
to offer selections from their 
great menu for purchase and, of 
course, you can also order your 
favorite coffee house drinks at 
Tamp & Grind throughout the 
night. But while you eat or enjoy 
a cup of coffee, Paul Hood, a 

local youth minister, will emcee 
a night of outdoor entertainment 
featuring bands and solo artists. 
A collection will be taken up for 
Manna House between acts. 

Scheduled performers 
include The Collision Band, 
Altar’d, Josh Blakesley, Dave 
Powell, Rev. Charley’s Patent 
Medicine Show, Steve McCloud 
and Grae McCullough.

“We’re very excited about this 
fundraising event because of the 
very talented group of musicians 
who will be performing,” said 
Leland McCullough, director of 

Manna House. “We’re hoping a 
lot of people will come out for this 
event to enjoy the concert, but to 
also support Manna House.”

Manna House is a non-
profit organization that serves a 
free meal 365-days a year to an 
average of 200 people every day. 
It started in 1990 as a ministry of 
St. Frances Cabrini Church and 
Fr. Gerard Foley and has since 
grown into a community-wide 
volunteer effort.

For more information, call 
318-442-2135.

ROME (CNS) -- Young 
Catholics sip beer and kick back 
in the crypt beneath the Basilica 
of St. Charles, home to the GP2 
bar and youth club in Rome.

The pub, sponsored by the 
Rome diocesan office of youth 
ministry and Catholic Action’s 
youth section, is dedicated to the 
late Pope John Paul II -- Giovanni 
Paolo II in Italian.

Aside from panini, coffee, 
beer and wine, the club dished 
out some special events to 
celebrate Pope John Paul’s life 
and beatification, set for May 1.

A special Czech beer, blessed 
by Plzen Bishop Frantisek 
Radkovsky, was to arrive at the 
pub April 20. Blessing beer is 
rare today, but the bishop will 
use a prayer written centuries ago 
when monasteries produced beer 
and would pray for those who 
would consume it.

Massimo Camussi, the event 
manager at GP2, said the events 
are designed to help people know 
Pope John Paul better. Msgr. 
Slawomir Oder, the postulator of 
the late pope’s sainthood cause, 
shared stories about the late pope 
and described his position as a 
postulator during an encounter at 
the pub April 7.

GP2 hosted Lorena 
Bianchetti, an Italian journalist, 
who discussed Pope John Paul 
and the media April 1, and a week 
later the club inaugurated a photo 
exhibit on the late pope.

As the beatification drew 

nearer, it also scheduled an 
encounter with retired Cardinal 
Camillo Ruini, the papal vicar 
of Rome from 1991 to 2008 and 
former president of the Italian 
bishops’ conference, who was 
very close to Pope John Paul.

The GP2 pub’s mission 
statement said it is a place for 
Catholic youth to gather in a 
safe environment, enjoy a beer 
or coffee and share in the joys 
of being Christian. The pub is 
open Thursday through Sunday 
evenings and offers concerts, 
photography and art exhibits, 
films and speakers.

Camussi, the event manager, 
told CNS that the pub “is a dream 
come true,” and “a point where 
young Catholic or non-Catholic 
people can speak, play and drink 
a beer.”

The idea for the locale was 
born 11 years ago after Rome 
hosted World Youth Day for the 
Holy Year 2000. An information 
and meeting point for young 
people was set up in the basilica 
crypt, where the bar is now, said 
Camussi.

“John Paul II loved the 
friendship (of the youth) and had 
a special affection for them,” he 
said.

“He loved our mess!” 
Cristina, a volunteer at GP2, 
told CNS. Because evening 
gatherings and a nighttime vigil 
were highlights of World Youth 
Day, GP2 is a “night place,” she 
said.

PEOPLE SOCIALIZE IN BAR HONORING POPE JOHN PAUL II IN ROME.
People socialize in the GP2 bar in Rome April 7. The bar honors Giovanni 
Paolo II, or Pope John Paul II, and seeks to provide a place for Catholic youth 
to gather in a safe environment, enjoy a beer or coffee and share in the joys 
of being Christian. The Italian words on the counter say “Give me to drink,” a 
scriptural reference to Jesus’ words to the woman at the well. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)

Catholic pub in Rome 
dedicated to  Pope JP II
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By Catholic News Service
	
WASHINGTON (CNS) 

-- The publication of a recent 
booklet about a “Catholic 
approach” to same-sex marriage 
by New Ways Ministry prompted 
the chairmen of two bishops’ 
committees to reaffirm a year-old 
statement that the organization 
cannot be considered a Catholic 
group.

“Marriage Equality: A 
Positive Catholic Approach” 
is a 45-page booklet written 
by Francis DeBernardo, the 
organization’s executive director.

New Ways Ministry, based 
in Mount Rainier, Md., describes 
itself as a “gay-positive ministry 
of advocacy and justice for 
lesbian and gay Catholics and 
reconciliation within the larger 

Christian and civil communities.”
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl 

of Washington, chairman of 
the Committee on Doctrine 
Committee, wants to assure 
Catholics that in no manner is 
the position proposed by New 
Ways Ministry in conformity 
with Catholic teaching and in 
no manner is this organization 
authorized to speak on behalf of 
the Catholic Church or to identify 
itself as a Catholic organization.”

A description of the booklet 
on the organization’s website 
makes the claim that Catholics 
across the United States are 
supporting same-sex marriage. 
It adds that the booklet “dispels 
the myth” that Catholic laypeople 
follow what the church teaches 
against same-sex marriage.

US bishops warn of 2 books that are NOT Catholic

New booklet is spiritual 
armor for those in service

Prayers for Our Armed 
Forces, a solid collection of well-
written and heartfelt Catholic 
prayers, both traditional and 
contemorary, has been prepared 
for those serving in the military.

The size (4-1/8 X 5 -7/8) 
makes it easy for military 
personnel to carry with them out 
onto the field where they most 
need such a spiritual companion.

Family members and friends 
of those serving our country will 
also cherish using this book to 

pray for the safety of their loved 
ones everyday.

Whether based at home or 
abroad, this convenient prayer 
book will be a most welcome gift 
to any person in uniform.

To order, call 800-325-9521, 
mention source code 11-901, or 
e-mail liguori@liguori.org or 
online at www.liguori.org.

64-page pamphlet
4 1/8 X 5 7/8
978-0-7648-1311-5
Price $2.50

Memorial Day is May 30!

In a separate incident, the 
U.S. bishops’ Committee on 
Doctrine has concluded that a 
2007 book written by Fordham 
University theology professor 
Sister Elizabeth A. Johnson 
“contains misrepresentations, 
ambiguities and errors” related to 
the Catholic faith.

The book, “Quest for the 
Living God: Mapping Frontiers 
in the Theology of God,” failed 
to take the faith of the Catholic 
Church as its starting point and 
chose to use standards from 
outside the faith to “criticize 

and to revise in a radical fashion 
the conception of God revealed 
in Scripture and taught by the 
magisterium.”

“We don’t go looking for 
things to criticize,” he said in 
an interview March 31. “It was 
only when it was brought to our 
attention and it was asked that the 
doctrine committee examine it 
that we did.”

The statement from the 
committee, chaired by Cardinal 
Donald W. Wuerl of Washington, 
indicated that the book was 
reviewed because Sister Elizabeth 

is a well-known theologian and 
that the book is aimed at a broad 
audience of general readers. The 
fact that it is used as a textbook 
in some theology classes at 
universities around the country 
also was a factor, the statement 
said.

In a statement released 
March 30, Sister Elizabeth 
said her book “endeavors to 
present new insights about God 
arising from people living out 
their Catholic faith in different 
cultures around the world.”
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By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service
	
NEW YORK (CNS) -- The 

true story of a teenage girl who 
overcame a horrific shark attack 
to rise to the top of her sport 
is translated to the big screen 
in “Soul Surfer” (Tri-Star), an 
uplifting film about the power of 
faith and perseverance.

Bethany Hamilton 
(AnnaSophia Robb) is a happy, 
ordinary 13-year-old living in 
Hawaii with her parents (Helen 
Hunt and Dennis Quaid) and two 
brothers. The entire family surfs, 
but Bethany shows the most 
promise, winning competitions 
and gaining a sponsor.

When not at the beach, 
Bethany’s family is often in 
church, where sermons are 
given by youth-group leader 
Sara (country singer Carrie 
Underwood in her film debut).

Sara’s message? Trust in 
the Lord and his purposes, as 
revealed in Jeremiah 29:11: “For 
I know well the plans I have in 
mind for you, says the Lord.”

No one could have predicted 
God’s plan for Bethany on 
Halloween morning 2003: While 
paddling out with friends to catch 
a wave, Bethany is attacked by a 
14-foot tiger shark, which bites 
off her arm. In a flash, her life and 
dreams are changed forever.

The depiction of the attack 
and its aftermath, while not 
overly explicit, is nonetheless 
disturbing.

Surprisingly, while her 
family and friends fall to 
pieces, Bethany is serene and 
composed. With only a few 
“Why me?” moments (including 
one where she snaps the arm off 
her Barbie doll), Bethany accepts 
her fate and is determined to surf 
again, whatever the odds. Faith 
in God remains her anchor, and 
the fuel for her inexhaustible 
determination.

“You can do all things 
through him who gives you 
strength,” Sara reminds Bethany. 
“You pray and you listen for what 
comes next. Something good will 
come out of this.”

And it does. Soon Bethany 
is competing -- and winning -- 
at surfing events again. And she 
uses her newfound celebrity to 
inspire the disabled and others to 
follow their dreams.

Bethany also travels to 
Thailand with her church to aid 
tsunami victims. “Love is more 
powerful than any fear, bigger 
than any tidal wave,” she says.

Directed by Sean McNamara 
(“Raise Your Voice”), “Soul 
Surfer” is that Hollywood rarity: 

True story of girl who overcame shark attack

SOUL SURFER’. AnnaSophia Robb stars in a scene from the movie 
“Soul Surfer.” The Catholic News Service classification is A-II -- adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG -- 
parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children. 
(CNS photo/Tri-Star) )

a film that is not afraid to talk 
about God or to show a happy, 
well-adjusted family that makes 
faith its foundation.

The cinematography is 
stunning. The Aloha State has 
never looked so beautiful, and the 
surfing scenes are thrilling, putting 
viewers out on the water and 
inside the waves. Digital effects 
convey Bethany’s disability and 
her efforts to overcome it.

Despite the intensely 
emotional (but nongraphic) shark 
onslaught and its aftermath, 
“Soul Surfer” can be enjoyed by 
parents and mature young people 
alike. The Catholic News Service 
classification is A-II -- adults 
and adolescents. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is PG -- parental guidance 
suggested. Some material may 
not be suitable for children.

- - -
McAleer is a guest reviewer 

for Catholic News Service. More 
reviews are available online at 
www.usccb.org/movies.

Soul Surfer has good lesson to learn about faith, courage, and family
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Avoyelles Parish 

Businesses

Advertise in

The Church Today

Contact Carla Moreau

318-346-7829

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #2395 IN BUNKIE. Jessie 
L. Mayeux and Charles Randall, of the Knights of Columbus 
Council 2395, Bunkie presents a check to residents of the Ledoux 
R. Provosty Sr., Memorial Home. The money was raised from 
their recent Tootsie Roll Drive. 

WOMEN’S ACTS RETREAT 

Women’s Cenla ACTS Retreat will be Thursday, 
June 9 – Sunday, June 12. Registration opens April 16 
and closes May 14.  A form may be picked up at the 
Prompt Succor rectory. 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST FAIR

St. John the Baptist Church in Cloutierville will hold 
its annual spring fair April 30 - May 1. The events start 
Saturday at 11 a.m. with food booths and games for the 
kids.  Mass is at 4 pm, a trail ride at 5:30 pm, bingo at 6 
pm, and kid games from 5:30-9 pm.  A dance, featuring 
DJ Doc Couty, starts at 9 pm. The fun continues May 1 
beginning at 11 am.  Come join us!

ST. MARY’S SPRING FASHION FOLLIES

On Friday, May 6, St. Mary’s School in Natchitoches 
will present the 1st Annual Spring Fling Fashion Follies 
- “Star Struck” beginning at 6 p.m.  This high-energy 
musical event is designed to highlight and honor our 2011 
graduating seniors.  Also in the spotlight as participants 
on the “Star Struck” runway will be our other transitional 
students who are completing 8th grade, 5th grade and 
kindergarten.  Events include an “Alumni Walk,” a 
fried fish dinner, and items to win in the Sweepstakes 
Packages. For more information, call 352-8394. 

RUN, BABY, RUN

The Women’s Resource Center (Pregnancy Help 
Medical Clinic) in Natchitoches will sponsor a walk/run 
on Saturday, May 7 to raise funds and awareness for the 
clinic. The 1-mile Fun Run is $10 and the 5K Walk/Run 
is $20. Both will be held on the NSU campus. Family 
discounts available.  To register, call 318-357-8888 or go 
to www.wrcfriends.com.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

You are invited to attend a Natural Family Planning 
class series teaching the Sympto-Thermal method on 
the Saturdays of May 7, June 4, and July 2.  All classes 
are from 9:30 am - noon at Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Church in Alexandria.  There is a one-time fee of $135.00.  
You must attend all 3 classes to complete the course.  
Fee includes student guidebook, fertility tracking chart, 
basal body thermometer, etc.  Natural family planning is 
100% safe, natural, and morally acceptable to achieve or 

postpone pregnancy.  To register contact Michael and Leah 
Pelto at (318) 640-8678 or michaelandleah@suddenlink.
net or visit www.ccli.org.

NFP SPRING PICNIC

The local natural family planning chapter of the Couple 
to Couple League will host a spring picnic at Kees Park 
on Saturday, May 14 from 11:30 - 1:30.  Pizza and drinks 
will be provided for lunch.  If you have any questions, 
contact Michael and Leah Pelto at (318) 640-8678 or 
michaelandleah@suddenlink.net. (Cancel in case of rain)

EASTER HOLIDAYS

All Catholic Schools in the diocese will be closed for 
Easter beginning on Good Friday, April 22 – Sunday, May 
1.  Classes will resume Monday, May 2, at 8 am.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATIONS

• May 15:  Holy Savior Menard Baccalaureate, 7:30 
p.m., St. Francis Xavier Cathedral

• May 16: St. Mary’s Graduation, 7 p.m., Natchitoches
• May 17: Holy Savior Menard Graduation, 7:30 p.m., 

Guinn Auditorium on Louisiana College campus, Pineville
• May 18: St. Joseph Graduation, 6 p.m., Plaucheville.

JOB OPENING FOR PRINCIPAL
 
St. Mary’s Assumption Catholic School, in 

Cottonport (PK-8, 210 students) is seeking a Principal 
for the coming school year.  Qualified applicant must 
be a practicing Catholic with strong commitment to 
Catholic education, have a Master’s degree (preferably 
with an emphasis in administration/supervision), have a 
minimum of 3 years teaching or school administrative 
experience, and demonstrate leadership ability in past/
present educational assignments.  Salary based on 
qualifications and experience.  Application packets 
available in school office, 850 Front Street, Cottonport, 
LA, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY FOR GIRLS

High-achieving girls entering grades 8 through 
11 in the 2011-12 school year are invited to apply for 
admission to the Louisiana Girls Leadership Academy 
at Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, La.

Sponsored by the Louisiana Center for Women and 
Government, headquartered at Nicholls, the academy 
is slated for June 12-15. The application deadline is 
Monday, April 29. Participants will receive instruction 
in communication, situational leadership, relationship 
building, managing peer pressure and conflict, political 
competence, campaign strategy and public policy 
awareness.

Barbara Pierce Bush, daughter of former President 
George W. Bush, will deliver the keynote address on 
Wednesday, June 15. For complete details, go to http://
www.nicholls.edu/cnc/lgla .

STEUBENVILLE SOUTH

Group registration is still open for Steubenville 
South scheduled for June 24-26, 2011. Group leaders 
must register online and submit all necessary forms.  

 Volunteers are still needed for all areas! Volunteers 
attend FREE but must complete all Safe Environment 
requirements. 

 Spaces are still available for anyone interested in 
participating in Service Crew activities, scheduled for 
June 21 – 26, 2011. See the website or contact our office 
for more information. 

 Steubenville South is a three day conference held 
at the Rapides Parish Coliseum, attracting groups from 
all over the region (including LA, MS, TX, TN, KS, and 
IL). Look forward to new and exciting things this year 
including new bookstore materials and even an updated 
weekend schedule.
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April-May

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

PENANCE SERVICE
6:00 pm
St. Francis of Assisi, 
Powhatan

DIOCESAN OFFICES 
CLOSED

High School Graduation
St. Mary’s School
7:00 pm
Natchitoches

Chrism Mass
11:00 am
St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral, Alexandria

High School Graduation
Holy Savior Menard
7:30 pm
CC Auditorium

High School Graduation
St. Joseph School
6:00 pm
Plaucheville

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
CLOSED

Natural Family Planning 
Classes
9:30 am-12 noon
Our Lady of Prompt Succor, 
Alexandria

Run, Baby, Run
Natchitoches

Natural Family Planning 
Spring Picnic
11:30 am-1:30 pm
Kees Park

PRAY FOR FR. R. BORDELON

PRAY FOR FR. J. CUNNINGHAM

PRAY FOR FR. J. FERGUSON

PRAY FOR FR. A. HERNANDEZ

PRAY FOR FR. K. ISHMAEL

PRAY FOR FR. S. BRANDOW

PRAY FOR FR. F. D’CRUZ

PRAY FOR FR. T. FEY

PRAY FOR BISHOP R. HERZOG

PRAY FOR FR. G. KROSFIELD

PRAY FOR FR. D. BRAQUET

PRAY FOR FR. W. DECOSTE

PRAY FOR FR. J. FOSTER

PRAY FOR MSGR. R. HOPPE

PRAY FOR FR. P. KULIGOWSKI

PRAY FOR FR. J. BROCATO

PRAY FOR FR. D. DEJESUS

PRAY FOR FR. R. GARRIONE

PRAY FOR FR. R. HUMPHRIES

PRAY FOR FR. P. KUNNUMPURAM

PRAY FOR FR. A. CATELLA

PRAY FOR FR. B. DESHAUTELLE

PRAY FOR FR. J. GOOTEE

PRAY FOR FR. B. IBE

PRAY FOR FR. M. LAIRD

PRAY FOR FR. S. CHEMINO

PRAY FOR FR. P. FAULK

PRAY FOR FR. R. GREMILLION

PRAY FOR FR. I. IBE

PRAY FOR FR. R. LEMOINE

PRAY FOR FR. D. CORKERY

PRAY FOR FR. J. HASIEBER

PRAY FOR FR. H. IMAMSHAH

PRAY FOR FR. R. MATHEWS

MAY

FIRST SATURDAY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

PRAY FOR BISHOP R. HERZOG

Baccalaureate
Holy Savior Menard High 
School
7:30 pm
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, 
Alexandria

Tamp & Grind
6:30 pm
Alexandria

St. Mary’s Spring Fling
6:00 pm
Natchitoches

FIRST FRIDAY

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR EASTER

EASTER

EASTER MONDAY

HOLY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY

MOTHER’S DAY

DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

QUEEN OF MERCY 
SUNDAY

DIOCESAN OFFICES CLOSED

HOLY SATURDAY

St. John the Baptist Church Fair--Cloutierville




